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When Grandpa and Grandma Groberg,
John and Johanna, lived in the Lynne
Ward (Five Points Area of Ogden)

they could look north and see a
majestic mountain known as Ben Lomond.
It provides a theme for ‘this book.

As many of us know who were acquainted
with Grandpa and Grandma, they took
special pride in saying that the name
Groberg means "Greymountain" in
Swedish —-— hence this pen and ink
sketch is felt appropriate

for our book. i

Artwork by Charles Alfred Groberg
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i n
and friend for 50 years, but has also been my companion a

assistant and made her home available to 1|ue and work on the book
during ten weeks of fall, 1989. And more important, her prayers,
along with meals and encouragement, tables and telephone, have
peen supportive and made the time pleasant. To‘her mother El!en,
who was the first Groberg associaticdn’s historian, and who with

| her son Chester translated the swedish records. We are also

| grateful for Chester’s translation of the Anders Person Groberg

| iournal, letters, and other documents.

| ’ ' To Herm;ne, who has been a loving resource pers:n thrgugh
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many years. Her documented histories of our common ances ors,

b preparation of pedigrees, family group sheets, and the de?cendancy

i ’ chart and other documentation in_easy-to-gnder§tand.{orm is

i greatly appreciated. She is an expert family historian. She has

i ' also made her home available for this work. And to her mother,

| " waunt Mattie,” the $irst Groberg associatlon’s.genealoglst. By

| obtaining the Swedish family records she was first to enab!e the

| present generation to do temple work for our ancestors during the

Dad wrote:

"On one of my visits to Sweden I spent some time in the
little town in Westmanland and met a cousin to my father., Many of
the families in that area had just about ‘died out.’ The ‘cousin’
and his wife had just one son. He had died without having any
children. In one home that dated back to the early 1700s the last
Known. descendant had passed away. No one left to carry on!

"I may have seemed a strange and peculiar person to those -
folks, for when they asked what had become of Uncle John and -
cousin John, etc., and 1 told them I wasjust one of a great many
descendants in America, they just said, ‘Good gratious, Good
gratious!” :

"My gratitude increased for my inspired grandparents and

1 thought of my particular life and opportunity as it might have
been in their hearts and minds-- ‘

"Stay in Sweden and - nothing!

Go to ﬁmerica and everything'®

After we read this excerpt from a letter by my father,
Delbert Groberg, we worked together to figure just how many
descendants Delbert’s grandfather, John Groberg, has. With the
help of Hermine’s Descendancy chart, Family by family, Eva, Rosy
¢my daughter) and I counted and added. Today. at the beginning of
1990 there are 700 descendants. It is for you descendants we
publish this book in homor of our common progenitor, John, the
first Groberg to join the Church, who emignated with his parents
4rom Sweden in 1872, settled in Ogden, and/ two vears later married

Johanna in Salt Lake City. They resided in Lynn Ward, and later in
Farr West, Weber County, Utah.

%E 1940s. Sb: passeddto her children a great appreciation for Keeping
i rds.

k goec famsz Ezggles, who firet appointed the editor, and who has

| assisted with art. To the cecretary, Helen, who has also handied

i the treasury. To Boyd, whose interest has given strength and

“ validity to our committee. To my brother John Holbrook Groberg,

| who has served the family and the whole Churcﬁ, as a General

N : Authority, and in callings in the area of Fam{ly.Hlstorr. We value
his leadership in missionary service, and assisting to "perfect

| . u .

i : the Salnt:; Lee Groberg, who produced a video that launched this

1 history; and te Farr West historian, Brian Lake Taylor. To the

|

v Weber State College personnel who gave moral support and assisted The purpose of this record is to gather together the

stories and interesting documents about our Groberg emigrant
ancestors, and their chilﬁren, grandchildren, and other
descendants. Because we are limited in scope due to the numbers
and changing status of the generations beyond the third, we are
presenting here the parents and first three generations of John
and Johanna. We identify you of later generations, and give you
valuable help to keep up your family histories.

ith their archives. o )

I Wit And finally and especiallg to my femily,'begnqnlng with
il my deceased husband, Achim, whose interest in family history was

‘U an example 1 easily caught, an attitude 1 trgasure. Then to our |
| : daughters, Anny and Rosy, a JjoY in‘my postgrlty. To mi b?oth:riioe
1“ and his wife Jeanne who took Rosy into their home while 1 wa ]
| Ogden, and to m¥ parents who have been exce!lent resource people.
“ Dad was completely cooperative. Mother provided much valuable
| biographical material of both Dad and his father, John Enoch. 1
ﬂ give them much credit, and acknowledge my dept to them..
| To others, not mentioned, who contributed, and.whose help
iu is necessary for this book to be of worth, and to be paid for.

~ SBome features are the documented histories of John,
Johanna, and John’s father, Anders, the first two generations of
converts., These were prepared by Hermine Barker, enhancing the
personal histories left in Swedish and translated by Ellen Groberg
Crowther and her son, Chester Crowther. To see at a glance how you
fit into the families, we have included an ancestral pedigree
chart and family group sheets for these four generations, and a
chart of their descendants prepared by Hermine. We have added

documents such as handwriting, poetry, certificates, some maps,
illustrations, and many photos.
J

| Mary Jane Fritzen, editor




The Groberq Name,

ear a rare name. Even in metropolitan New York City,
only a haﬁgle of "Grobergs" can be found. Even John’s brothers
and sisters went by the name of Anderson. Dg]bert qute ?ota ;
Robert L. Groberg in New York City: "There is an active In eigs )
in our name. One report is that our name grew.ou? of a Igca ;znt
‘Grey Mountain’ translated into Groberg ..lt is |nterest|:g a
- grandfather gave his name ‘Gro*bury’ and his btother gavethls
name, ‘Andersson.’ They apparently had the optloq to use Ail ‘
pathonymical identification or the army or location name. o
my father’s full cousins are named Anderson. So only the

Qur Faith in the Mission of the Church

"

John surely had the spirit of Elijah. When John and
Johanna were married in the Salt Lake Temple, Dec. 21, 1874, they
remained three days. On Dec. 22 they each received patriarchal
blessings and on Dec. 23, they were baptized for 40 ancestors. In
his personal history, John names 15 relatives for whom he was
baptized. Anders lists names and dates for &0 relatives he can
recall. /

Another aspect of that spirit is missionary service. John
was a missionary in Sweden before he emigrated, and his son John |
Enoch Groberg also served a mission there. Since then many of his
posterity have served missions. Even the two generation names,

John and then John Enoch are twice repeated. These are listed.

The Church has three missions: proclaiming the Gospel, .
Redeeming the dead, and perfecting the Saints. A healthy wholesome
value in early Farr West was the youth growing up working hard,
especially in agriculturg. Then the youth social activities often
were service projects. Service seemed to come with the territory.
There was a spirit of fellowship and friendship, with common
concerns, unity of purpose and firmness in the faith. John R.

Groberg applies the Groberg heritage to us in his chapter, "Our
Promised Land.“\

Our Swedish Research by Eva Dabb.

far as our
descendants of my grandfather are named Groberg as
i;mediate family goes." (Letter $érom Delbert V. Groberg, June 10,
1983)

Patronymics , by Hermine G. BarkKer

ronymic means derived from the name of a father or
anceszzt.oﬁyzame showing descent from a given person as by :he .
addition of a prefix or suffix, such as Stevenson, son of Steveny
‘Bri of Brien. L
° Brl?:'sgzzzﬁnzzator daughter (dotter) is added to the given name
of the father, and that becomes the surname of the son or
daughter. For example, Johanna ¢our grandmother) was Known ;nL
Sweden as Johanna Larsdotter because she was the daughter of Lars.
Some males in Sweden added another surname such girthe name
or place where they lived or an army name. .
;ia:diiazer, 5ohn ¢Jan) Andersson (son of Anders).was Known in ;
Sweden as Jan Petter Andersson, and later added his army name O
Groberg. We Knew him as John Groberg. He had a brother, Eric
Gustaf, that Kept the surname of Andersson.

-

Martha (Mattie) Rasicot Groberg was quite a genealogist and
had done a lot of work on John and Johanna Groberg lines.
found some few discrepancies in birthdates on some of the
families, so decided if 1 would help ‘her, we could verify these
dates. We enjoyed working with the Swedish records so much that
when we finished the project we continued pn and extended some of
the lines and also picked up a few names that had been missed by
earlier searches. A professional researcher (Ella Hechschler and
later Dr. L. Hausler) had been worKing on the lines too for Aunt
Mattie and the Groberg family.

We went to the Salt Lake Genealogical Library every week for
a few years during the 1940s. We enjoyed every minute of it. The
Swedish people Kept excellent records that were easy to follow and
interpret even though we didn’t Know much about the language.

Hermine

Qur Family Historians .

How did Eva and Hermine accomplish their wopdgrful faﬁlly
history records? Eva tells briefly of their weekly u:su@s to the
Galt Lake genealogy Library for several years. And Hermine
contributes a valuable chapter on research tools and organizing
o {am']¥nr:§3:2?on to the four generations of higtorigs ' .
preserved here, family representatives are co]lgctlng hnstofleslo
descendants of each of the grandchildren in their own families.

Farr West history compiled by Bryan Lake Tay]or and'
published in 1980 is a fascinating collection of pioneer herlt:ge
that enhances Groberg history and reveals a remarkable sense 0
history among Farr West neighbors. Gropergs and Crow@hers wgre]
remarkable historians. Aunt Mattie Rasicot Groberg, IN particular,
gathered a wealth of genealogy sheets from Sweden. ?t was to.
verify those records that Hermine and Eva bggaq the[r extensive
genealogy research. I have found that BSSDCIatI?g with sng:n;
with the "spirit of Elijah" can enable me to gain good attitudes
that make family history a joy.

Tribute to Eva, Hermine, and LeRoi by Mary Jane Fritzen

When employed in Salt Lake area during the 19460s, 1 was able
to join Eva, Hermine, and LeRoi at the genealogy library. My first
experience was memorable. Although I had expected to have to
understand the language to read Swedish records, Uncle Roi

_provided me with a copy of the necessry terms, such as "birth,
death, marriage, baptism, christened,” etc.

He gave me an orientation in less than half an hour,
introducing me to the equipment, what records to search, and how
to do it. He gave me a specific family in a certain Swedish
locality to search, and the micirofilm. With ease I read and
compiled the vital records. From this short period I contributed

recordes of some families to haye temple work done. Thus the hours
were fruitful. ‘
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REUNIONS

S,

: Grove behind Church
Lorin Farr Park 1940 ' '

1952, Harrisville

f ; I
1957, Charlie Groberg reunion
Monroe Park, Ogden J ‘

1950, Salt Lake City

11
st Maude and Kenneth Neeley'
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, Groberg, John R. iei
Groberg Full-time Missionaries {(compiled Jan. 19%00 _ Groberg, Joseph H. g:::s& ;::GSL?;: South 192;42 1981
Groberg, Kenneth Robert Gulf States 1945
Name Mission location Date entered . ; Groberg, Lee B. Japan East 19720
Groberg, LeRoi Brunt North Dakota 1922
. g Groberg, Lewis H. Phitippines 1948
Allen, Charlie London, England 1990 Groberg, Paul C, Calif. San Bernardino 1988
Barker, Brent J. South Africa 1984 ‘ Groberg, Richard H. Finland 1958
Barker, Jay W. Central States 1959 Groberg, Ronald Philippines : 1989
_ Groberg, Susan Uruguay 1988
Barker, Leland Groberg argentina, Buenos Aires So. 1976 Hunt, David & Velma Groberg Birmingham, Alabama 1988
Barker, Lewis Groberg Great Lakes, Indiana 1965 : Hunt, Alma N Tucson ér;z. 1980
Barker, Neil Ward Mexico 1984 ‘ Hunt, James caJQap; Canada 1974
Barker, Robert H. England 1971 Hunt, Laura . - Carcus ’Uenezuela 19?6x : —
Blair (Lambert), Jenette Bolivia 1981 A Hunt, Roy Britisé South 1948
I Blair (Sabey), Elisabeth "Lisa" Taiwan 1982 Hunt, Tom B , Denver, Colorado ' 1973
ﬁ{ Blair, Delbert Wallace Guatemala 1975 ‘ Knudsan, Daniel Neeley British Columbia, ¥ 988
il Blair, James Grober Montana 1988 ~ Knudson, Jami » Vancouver 1988 -
{i Ir, 9 tan o y Jamie Denmark : 1980 -~
|- Blair, Robert Groberg Bolivia 1978 - Knudson, Kenneth Neeley Los Angeles Spanish © 1981 - '
F Buehner, Jeff Pennsylvania 1974 (died? . Knudson, Timothy Neeley Arcadia, California 1983 W
%‘ Buehner, Jon Chicago, Illinois j988 - Larsen, David ' West Indies St. Vincent 1989
i Cornwall, David Shirl Rochester, New York 1984 ~ Mix, Allison Virginia, Roanoke - 1989
ﬁ% Cornwall, Jonathan » Portland, Oregon 1985 i Montag, Richard P. No. and éo. Dakota 1984
‘f Cornwall, Joseph Chris Peru, Lima South 1981 = Neeley (Egli), Susan Scoptland 1943
ﬁw Cornwall, Kent Neeley London Engtand 1975 » . Neeley, David Groberg ﬁuEkland New Zealand- 1945
ﬁF Dabb, Eva and Clifford MNauvoo Restoration 1974 . + Neeley, anathan Groberg England , 1970
%E Crowther, Chester G. Sweden 1935 o Neeley, Kenneth Roosevelt Hawaii and Chicago Pres. 1955, 1989
i Crowther, Jay G. Northern States 1944 - Painter, Kirt England North . 1975
iﬁ Crowther, Marvin Peru 1972 Woodland, Brian Brazil, Recife 9
g Crowther, Nathan Virginia, Roanoke 1989 ' : ! 178%
| ‘ Crowther, Victor G. California Spanish 1966 *Note: In addition, sev » i feed
M Dabb, Keith Northwest, South Dakota 1965 ‘ ' eral others have fulfilled stake missions.
| Dabb, Leonard L. Kentucky 1970
‘1 Dabb, Lyle M. Belgian-France 1942 . Yo ,
i Dabb, Scott Knight Boston, Mass. 1984 . ’ . Missionaries to Sweden,f
Florence, Kim Larry Scotland 1983 E , ' : .
Florence, R. Todd Pennsylvania, Pittsburg 1983 - B /
Florence, Trent P. England, Leeds 1989 .
Groberg (Fritzen), Mary Jane British 1956
Groberg, Angela Taiwan 1989
| ' Groberg, Charles A. & Helen Oklahoma Tulsa 1982
Groberg, Charles Austin French East 1944
Groberg, Christopher Chile San Diego No. 1987
Groberg, Curtis R, Ireland 1944
Groberg, David H. Southern States 1954
Groberg, Delbert H. Japan and Tokyo South 1940, 1979
Groberg, Delbert V. Eastern States 1925
Groberg, Donnell Korea 1975
Groberg, Enoch J. Sweden 1963 ) _
Groberg, Enoch Taylor Peru, Trujilio 1984 John Enoch Groberpg '
Groberg, Gayle Spain, Canary Islands 1987 1897 ‘ ENDCH "J" GROBERG
Groberg, George H. Indonesia 1975
Groberg, John and Daisy Ohio, Columbus 1987
Groberg, John Enoch Brazil 1987 1963 -
Groberg, John Enoch Scandinavian, Sweden 1897 4
Groberg, John H. Tongan & Tongan Pres. 1954, 1948 i A ;
o Chester Crowtheri 1935
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Grobergs who have served in the Mititary
. '§ "’m 2 v) —
Name Service and Location Dates, approximate < & % Q 00
Namé service and Lutallrl . Z ’ S > S L
. @) [ = =2 v
Barker, Lewis Army 1970-76 £ = 0
Barker, Lyman Viet Nam and Korea 1971 o)) < = Jg b3
Crowther, Chester Hill Air Force Base 1941 7)) 3 S @
Crowther, Jay Army, Transportation, Denver o 9 = =
Crowther, Kenneth Navy 1944 <C o c E < o
Crowther, Victor  Army 1974-82 | Eda o ' g
pabb, Deibert C. I1linois, Germany —— L ,
Dabb, Keith Navy, New Jersey, Korea 1972-74 J o . - - > £ ~ /
[ w N ©
Groberg, Boyd L. Korea o - o
Groberg, Charles Army, Africa, Italy 1941-44 g T - e /
Groberg, Richard Air Force pilot E ez &~ 3 o -
9, p — : N -4 T 4 -~
Groberg, Stanley o) ds & o = e 3 4
Painter, "Larry" Viet Nam 1970 h E2 2 £ w g S o0 By X .
, - -0 Ed v f & o v @ 5 b T
Note: Also Anders Person Groberg and his father Per Ersson % w ~_‘3 o © v p 2 9, ’g 5 i
i Hellberg served in Swedish army. = : | VLTI © . :
|y w :
| D ; o R g <8 v v 5 3 tf
| o 3 gRadzg2eb oy
i e o < x d
’ | Grobergs Serving in the Name Extraction Program ‘a‘l) ¥ ,J’E: = . ‘,’ 3 5 _g > %'5
i Dabb, Eva C. O =) £ ~ 0 F e R
Barker, Hermine G. 0 f & o
: Painter, Eleanor C. AN s X a3
z Hawkley, Elva C. 0 Z’\b‘g ‘,5 5 T o g <
| Crowther, Chester and Delilah o > + U o T8y 34
Broberg, John and Daisy ' : J= >0 2 ¥~ - £ &
Groberg, Helen £ o € v & 4% 5 £ ~ >
}% =T e Fac
o (7]
‘e Q% £E v R t 3
- 2% 2Oz g »ndl
o £~ o g = st E 5= £ g
R ~ S @ o2 Ob
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This small pocket Almanack (actual size) -
served double-duty for Anders Person. As well as ' L

calendar, weather, distances, astronomy, it also /‘
became his journal. Chester has translated it. )
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Anders

It is important to realize that Anders and his
wife were of retirement age when they emigrated to this
nevly-settled land. He was 67 and his wife 64. They
had left 1ong-establlshed homes and lives among friends
and family in Sweden. They had. ]Olned the LDS Church
in 1870, then emigrated to America in 1872. At that
time their first daughter Stina was probably married.
She remained in Bjurfors, Sweden. She did not accept
the Restored Gospel but was a practicing Lutheran.
Living in Bjurfors, where she reared a famlly, she
corresponded with her emigrant family. However we'
have little information about her. Thelr next child,
Anders Andersson died as a young man of about 30 in
Sweden. Janne was 32 and single when they emigrated.
He had joined the Church in 1868.

Their third son, Eric Gustaf, had been baptized in
1870 with his wife Christina the same year his parents
were. Married ¥1th two sons, he remained in Sweden.
However, he died the next year, 1873, .in an accident,
and his third child, a son, was born after his death.
(For more about Erlc Gustaf's descendants see account
by Hermine.) Later his wife, Christina emigrated to
Utah, where she married Daniel Stuart and they lived in
Wellsv111e. Four more children were born to them, and
the family moved to Burton Idaho, where her son Alfred
Anderson was married.

Anders' terse summaries of the days are filled
with human interest when we can put ourselves into his
shoes. One of our favorite parts is his record of the
day he and his wife were endowed and sealed for time

and eternity, May 3, 1875. His diary:

May 1875

l. sat. In salt Lake the whole day.

2. Sun. At several meetlngs in Salt Lake.
3. Mon. Went through the Endowment House.
4. Tues. Traveled home. Janne was joyful.
5. Wed. We were both joyful.

By comparing recofds we also find he was friendly

with a supportive group of Swedish emigrants, such as

the Per Matts and the Westmans. Anders refers

'fraquently to Pehr Matts. For example, in Feb. 1875:

, 11. Thurs. With Pehr Matts, cut sellerbros.
. 12. Fri. ditto.

Their first home on the Ogden bench was maybe
little more than a dug-out. At least it was cold and
inadequate for the cold windy weather. Janne wrote:
"On the 17th we reached Utah and Ogden July 1872. My
parents and I stayed with Per Mattsens. I went to
American Fork Canyon and worked on the railroad. My
parents stayed with Per Mattsens for two months, then
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we built us a house on Ogden Bench and lived there
until the middle of February 1873. Then I bought a
house and land in the Lynn district in Ogden. I worked
at different jobs, mostly away from home."
Here are Anders' entries:
Dec. 1872. 23. Janne came home and looked at the
house we should buy.

Feb. 1873. 3. Janne bought a house for the future.

17. Moved to our own home.
March 8. To Ogden and bought carpets.

After that Anders seems to be farming for himself,
rather than working for nelghbors as before. He was
faithful, usually attending meetings twice a week,
Sundays and Thursdays. August 24, 1873 he wrote:

Sun. Was ordained by the laying on of hands an
Elder in Christ's Church.

He made the most of what he had. In spite of the
small day book he carried, he revealed literary
talents. This is evident in his fregquent notations in
his dairy of writing a letter for someone in Swedish.
Paper was scarce, yet he left us his faithful record.
(We are indebted to Chester and his mother, Ellen
Groberg Crowther, for the translations). These brief
one-liners limited by space reveal an industrious
educated man filled with a Christian spirit, frequently
working for his fellowmen by farming, tailoring,
writing, etc. However we have no indication that his
wife Catharina could write.

When Janne (pronounced like Johnny with initial
sound of Y) worked away from home--which was most of
the time during the first several years--he
corresponded with his father. Janne was gone for months
to the mines, and on the railroad.

Anders' brief entries come to life when we compare
them with others. For example, Johanna. Anders wrote,
July 15, 1874:

"The emigrants came to Utah."

This is the important day Johanna wrote about:

"We reached Utah and Salt Lake City July 15,

1874 ."
A big day for Johanna who would marry Janne the
next December.

.Did Anders meet Johanna in Sweden? We believe
they did, because Anders recorded: "The 22 May we
traveled from Byurfors to Ekeby. The 23rd to Stockholm.
There we stayed about two weeks and had the opportunity
to visit with our brothers and sisters and be 1nsp1red
by the Gospel." Johanna was living and working in
Stockholm. When she came to America, she at first
stayed with the Westman's, probably mutual friends of
hers and of her future in-laws. She wrote:

"I stayed with Brother and Sister Westman one
week when I started to work in a boarding house where I

22
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stayed until I was married to John Groberg Dec. 21,
1874.M"

On Dec. 4, 1874, Anders wrote: "To Ogden with a

: letter for Janne. To Westmans."

Johanna continued: "Then I moved to my new home in
Ogden and Lynn Ward Dec. 24, 1874.".

And Anders:

Dec. 22 Tues. Various things at home.
23 Wed. Made it clean around the house, etc.
24 Thurs. Expected Janne and Johanna from

/

Salt Lake.

. 25 Fri. Was home the whole day and celebrated -
Christmas. ' -
What a joyful celebration that must have been!

Many entries reveal his loving care for his son

ﬁnd daughter-in-law with whom he and his wife shared a
ome: ‘

. Jan. 10. 'Sun. Janne and Johanna to the Tabernacle
in Ogden.
21. Thurs. Janne and Johanna to Slaterville.

2% Fri. To Ogden, received a letter for
Johanna. :

Anders also had a keen memory. On 14 March, 1876
he wrote the names and dates to identify 60 relatlves.
The list (in English translation) began: -

1. My father soldier Pehr Ersson Hallberg, born in
Sweden, Westmanland and Ramnas congregatlon, the year
and day is unknown to me. Died in France year and day

unknown to me.

After the sixty famlly names,'show1ng his
genealogical interest, and dated Utah, Weber County,
Lynne, he signed, Anders Groberg Soldler.

My father Scldier Pehr Ersson Hgllberg
Anders Groberg, Soldier
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Enlarged first page of Anders Person Groberg's first page

of personal history, in his handwriting.
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1808 in Lasjon, Uasteriarnebo, Vastmanlands, Sweden and christened
on the 11 July. She was the daughter of Anders ERSSON HAKE, a
soldier and Stina LARSDOTTER. We don’t Know very much about
Cathrina‘s early life, but she was an only child. Her mother and
father were not married and her father was Killed in France. Her
mother never married and lived much of the time with Anders and
Cathrina, ) /

Documented History of Anders Persson Groberg
Compiled by Hermine G. Barker

(Births, Enc.22%, 1805)

. From the Lutheran Church records in Sweden we learn that
Anders, son of soldier Per ERSSON HELLBERG of Hellbyagor and
Margta ANDERSDOTTER age 24, was born 24 April 1805 and christened
the 28 of April. Friends and relatives were present at the
christening. Anders was the second and last child born to this

couple and is our direct ancestral line. His sister Anna was born
in 1802,

(1830, Enc. 241) ‘

A baby girl was born to Anders and Cathrina 27 May 1830. She
was christened the 30 of May and given the name of Stina. Cathrina
was 22 years old when Stina was born, :

{Diary, Enc., 29
The following is from Anders’ notebook and translated from
Swedish to English by Ellen GROBERG CROWTHER and her son, Chester:
"I was born April 24, 1805 in Vastmanlands, Vasterfarnebo,
i Sweden. My father’s name was pehr ERSSON HELLBERG. He was a
L soldier, My mother‘s name was Margreta ANDERSON. [ANDERSDOTTER]

i

(1833, Enc. 241> : :

The 10 May 1833 a son was born to them and he was christened
12 May and given the name of Anders. Cathrina was now 23 years
old. i

¢1840, Enc. 211) : . ‘

The 12 Feb. 1840 another son was born to Anders and Cathrina,
He was given the name of Jan Peter, later Known as John GROBERG.
GROBERG was an army name which some chose to use instead of or
with the patronimic name. As for the middle name of Peter, Aunt
Ellen G. Crowther told me that her father never liked the name of
Peter and wouldn’t even-use the initial P.

(1804
In the year of 1804, when I was one and a half vears old, my

father was sent out to war, but he never came back. He died
" somewhere in France of lung trouble. :
1 My little sister Anna and I were left with our sorrowing
mother to get along as best we could. In 1810 my mother married
again to another soldier, Per PERSSON, who was just as Kind and
thoughtful of us as though he was our own father,"

(1843, Enc. 248) ‘

Another son was born to Anders and CAthrina 8 Aug. 1843, He
was chr. 10 Aug. and given the name of Eric BGustaf. On the birth
record the father is listed as Anders GROBERG and his wife,
Cathrina ANDERSDOTTER. She was 35 vears old when this child was

born. Eric Gqétaf Kept the patronmic name of ANDERSSON. |

(1811, Marriages, Enc. 245)
From the Lutheran Church records we find the marriage of
Soldier Per PERSSON ASP and Margareta ANDERSDOTTER 24 Dec. 1811,

(1813
Anders goes on to say in hic note hook:
4 ‘When 1 was ten years old I was an apprentice in a tailor

55” shop, where I stayed for five vears. I also had to herd cows and
NJ sheep."

(1837-1844) )

In the Luthern church clerical survey 1835-1844 in Hebo
Roten, Sunnakers agor, V¥, Farnebo, Vastmanlands, Sweden, Anders is
listed as soldier Anders PERSSON GROBERG, his wife Cathrina
ANDERSDOTTER, her mother, Stina LARSDOTTER and four children:
Stina, Anders, Jan Peter and Eric Gustaf.

(1820, 1821, 1824)

e Anders’ diary continues:

?ﬂfi : "I was a member of the Luthern church and studied therein.
i Was confirmed in 1820 by the pastor of this church.

A e L e e

(1847, Enc. 254, 1857, Enc. 244)
Anders’ mother,'Margretg_ANDERSDQTTER died 22 March 1847 in

When this was done I was sent to another place called ‘ » Malby agor, Vasterfarnebo, Vastmanlands, Sweden at the age of 47
Mocklinte, where my mother’s brother 1ived. He taught me how to ~{ vears 3 mo. and 15 days. Ten years later his stepfather died 8 Aug
work on the farm. I was with him until the fall of 1821 when I - 1857 at the age of 48 years 2 mo. and 13 days.
moved to another place in the same county where 1 stayed for three ; _ . ‘ '
vears, leaving the 23 of February 1824, I then became a soldier in a (1838, Enc. 240) ; ‘
; place of my stepfather. I went to the soldiers’ training school § ‘ . Anders, his wife Cathrine and, her mother, Stina, were in
| for ten days. (regiment no. 147, April 1825)" [This is as far as . f~; . Backa agor, Forstby Roten, 1858-1847, Their son, Jans Petter
| he wrote,] St ﬁ - (John) was here with them in 1859 to 1842. Eric Gustaf was with
. them 1844 and 45 then went to Hedemora.
(1826, Enc. 244, Enc. 229) |
He was now 29 years old. He got married when he was 21 vears . (1860 Enc. 273) ‘ ’
old. The luthern church record tells us that Anders PERSSON ASP : Anders’ sister Anna died 18 Uuly 1840 in Salbo agor. She was
born 24 April 1805 married Cathrina ANDERSDOTTER in 1824. She was o 57 years 11 mo. and 25 days old. -

18 years old. ¢(no day or month given). Cathrina was born 10 July




{1845, Bapt. for the dead, S.L.?
John GROBERG was baptnsed 23 Dec. 1874 for his brother Anders
who died 2% Apr. 1845 in Sweden. He would have been 32 in May.

{1848, Enc. 231)

Cathrlna s mother, Stina, died 27 Mar 1848 at the age of 92
yrs. 5 mo. She never married,-but was sealed by proxy to Anders
ERSSON HAKE 14 Jun 1944.

(1870

Anders, Cathrina and their son Eric Gustaf were all baptised
in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1870.
Cathrina was first. She was baptised 13 Jan 1870, then her
husband, Anders was bapt. 24 Feb 1870 and the 10 July the same
vear Er:c Gustaf was bapt.

(1872, Enc. 24}
In the Stockholm Conference emigration ist June 1872 we find
on page 32: '

Sailed on "Nevada"
June 2ZB, 1872

No. age Birthplace Occupation
13 Anders Groberg 57 Vester farnebo Laborer
14 Kathrine " 54 " 1
15 Johan " 32 " J

I checked Anders Persson Groberg’s daily diary to see how he
spent his time prior to coming to the U.S. and also on the journey
and after they arrived. He was a man of few words, but here is a
copy of some of his diary: The dairy was translated by Chester G.
Crowther. [The dairy was small.l

April 1872
1. Meeting here and in Lars.
2. Auction
3. Sanberg went home to Hedemora.
4, Began to sew my fur,
5. To Westerby mill.
4, Finished sewing my fur. Janne to Wadsjoebo.
7. Home the whole day.
8. Began to bed a field. {prepare ground for seed)
9. Stentorp family moved here.
10. Continued with preparing garden ground.
11, To Gersbo and Salba.
12, Prepared another field.
13. To Salbo
14. To Nyhagen
15. Repaired shoes, etc.
14, Sewed linen trousers, etc.,
17. Various duties, groceries
18. These days.
19, To Nyberg and Anders Pehrs. Visited with them.
10. Getting various groceries home.
21. To Onbeck.
22. Preparing various clothing

28
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23. Began cutting trunk for me.
24, Cut a trunk. for me.
25. ditto
24. ditto
27, ditto. Sewed on rain trousers for Alfred.
28. To Nyhagen, Gullvale, Stina came here.
29, Sew,. Ready Alfred‘s trousers again. ' /
30. Alfred moved to Gulivala.
May 1872 , ‘
1. Sewed a (piece of clothing? for me.
2. Repaired my wife’s jacket. :
3. To Nyhagen after boots.
4. Sewed together a quilt.
5. Home all day.
é. Prepared various clothing.
7. To Ralfors after milk.
8. To Ultberg and store, etc.
?. To Bowaln for meeting
10, To Moesby after more milk.
11. Eventually here home.
12. To Gersbo for meetings.,
13. Sewed a hand rope onto a sack.
14. Padded in lining and ironed.
15. To Salbo.
14, Sewed pillows, etc.
17. To Aberg after travel certificate.
18. Cut 3 walkKing cane for Erlllcha..
19. Meetlng |n Norr Horénde.
20, Meeting ih watchmaker., ‘ ;
21. To Scer salbo. ditto
22, Traveled from Bjoerfors. Rain.
23. Arrived at Stockhoim meeting.
24, Went to North Bridge, etc.
25. Went also and looked over the C|ty.
24, Meeting second time in the hall,
27. Went around the c:tx.t
28. ditto
29. Cut wood for a Iady.
30. To Solna v
31. Bought herring and rye for planting. The whole day.

’,-

June 1872

1. Sawed wood at Madam Pettersson.

2. Meeting second time in Stockholm.

3. Without jacket went around in Stockholm.

4, Sawed wood and cut it uyp in Stockholm.

3. Instruction meeting. Emigrants came from Jemtland to Stockhoim.
6. To Langholmen sight seeing 'in the city.

7. No pain with me the whole day.

8. Almost 1ike time was not. (time stood still)

9. Meeting in the hall second time to explain travels.

10. Wrote letter to Salbo from Stockholm.

11. To Redderhalver., Cloudy weather.

12. Home in (Fontenet) The whole day. Rain weather.

13. Traveled from Stockholm on way to Copenhagen. On steamboat,

29



passed by Sodertalje in a manner of minutes. )

14. Passed Westerwik.

15. Traveled from Oskarshamem. Strong seas along the way. Washed
over the deck.

14. We passed Solwiteborg.

17. One o’clock in the night to Malmo. The same day to Kopenhamn
{Copenhagen)

18. In Kopenhamn the whole day.

19. ditto

20. Also in Kopenhamn.

22. On the steam boat OTTO HULL.

23. Continued to travel also.

24, Straits and the North Sea.

25. arrived at Hull and traveled from there on railroad to
Liverpool.

24, Traveled from Liverpool.

27. Continued sailing on steamboat NEVADA.

28,

29.

30. Heavy strong seas.

July 1872 ;
"1. Continued travel on the seas. (From the first to the 8 of July
was on ship crossing the ocean. No mention of any events.)

?. Nearing America mainland.

10. Traveled on railroad from New York.
11, Ditto through Pennsylvania, etc.
12, Passed Chicago.

13. Further on to Omaha.

14. And through the plains.

15. Traveled past several stations.

This year’s crop of rye which we planted we will not harvest,
but we shall harvest in Utah instead if God so wills., Yes, without
Him we could not.

16. Traveled through some of the Rocky Mountains.

17. Arrived in Utah.

18. Received the home things from the station. (personal
belongings)

19, Without friends we went forth.

Anotation (from his dairy)

The 22 we. traveled from Bjurfors to EKeby.The 23rd to
Stockholm. There we stayed about 2 weeks and had the opportunity
to visit with our brothers and sisters and be inspired by the
gospel.

21. After sundown the 21 to Ogden Valley to Caroline PETTERSSON.
22. Inquired after a place to live

Anders and Cathrina’s son Gustaf died 17 No 1873. This is
Eric Gustaf. He was born in Aug 1843 so he was only 30 vears old
when he died, leaving a wife and two sons. (I believe he was
drowned.) His wife, Christina, gave birth to their 3rd son a month
after his death, Christina later came to the U. S. and married
Daniel STUART.

30
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1874

Anders’ son John GROBERG married Johanna LARSDOTTER 21 Dec.
1874. She was Known as Johanna LARSSON in U.S. I was interested to
see what Anders had to say about the marriage in his diary. Here/'
it is:

Dec. 1874 g e
19. Sat. To Ogden for conference.
20. Sun. Home the whole day.
21, Mon. To the meadow to cut reeds for Matts.
22, Tue. Various things at home.
23. Wed. Made it clean around the house, etc.
24, Thur. Expected Janne and Johanna from Salt Lake.
25, Fri. Was home the whole day and celebrated Christmas.

1875 '

On 3 May 1875 Anders and Cathrina got their endowments and
were sealed for time and eternity. Here is the entry for the month
of May 1873 from Anders’ diary:

1. Sat. In Salt Lake the whole day.

2. Sun. At several meetings in Salt Lake.

3. Mon., Went through the Endowment House.

4. Tue. Traveled home. Janne (John) was joyful,

5. Wed. We were both joyful.

é. Thur., Fast meeting in the school house.

7. Fri. 'Dug in the garden. a
8. Sat. To Ogden, received Tetter from Sweden.
9. Sun. Testimony meeting in the school house.

1884

Anders’ wife Cathrina died 27 Feb. 1884 at the age of 79
yvears and 5 months. Anders and Cathrina lived with their son John
and his wife Johanna the later part of their lives.

1887
Anders died 13 Mar 1887, He would have been 82 years old in

April, They are both buried in Ogden City Cemetery in the GROBERG
plot. - 5
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John GROBERG and Johanna LARSDOTTER

by
Hermine Groberg Barker

John Groberg, as he was known by his friends and
relatives in the United States, is listed on the
Lutheran Church records in Sweden as Jan Peter
Andersson. Jan was John to us. He never liked the name
of Peter and wouldn't even use the initial "p».
Andersson wvas the Patronymic surname in Sweden and
Groberg was his army name. The Lutheran Church record
gives his birth as 13 Feb 1840 in Sungathers agor,
Vasterfarnebo, Vastmanlands, Sweden, the son of Anders
Persson Groberqg and his wife Catharina Andersdotter.

Following is a short sketch of John Groberg's 1life,
which wvas written by him in Swedish and translated by
his daughter, Ellen G. Crowther and her son, Chester.

"I John Groberg was born 13 Feb 1840 in Swveden,
Vastmanland County, Vasterfarnebo Parish in .
Tvaranskeckan. My father was the son of Per Ersson
Hellberg and his wife Margreta Anderson (Andersdotter)
He was born in Vasterfarnebo 24 April 1805 and my mother
was born in the same Parish of Andrew Ersson and
Christina Larson (Larsdotter) 10 July 1808.

I was brought up in the Lutheran Church and
confirmed in the same when I was 15 years old. From then
on I lived as a helper to different farmers and didn't
think much of life's more serious side but fastened my
attentions on the empty pleasures which are the habits
of youngsters around the same age. When I was 22 years"
old I began to think a little more seriously about
religion and the possibility of whether it could be true
or not but came to no conclusion that it was necessary’
to be so true to a religion, because I almost decided
that the Priests used it to hold people under their
will, so I began to take in the Free Thinkers
principles, but I couldn't however have peace with that,
because my conscience told me there was a God, that
commanded nature's forces, which means that one is duty
bound to worship. I began thereafter to follow a sect
called the Readers, which I thought to be the most
upright of the Lutheran Church and I was happy in their
congregation for a time of three years. Then came the
missionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints and declared to me that the Lord God had again
talked to the earth and sent his angels which revealed
to Joseph Smith where the American Indian's ancient
history was--which on the plates were hidden in the
earth since 400 years A. D. and was taken there by
commandment of the Angel Sept. 22, 1827 by Joseph Smith.
The contents of the plates can be read in the Book of
Mormon. I began to examine thls book and came to a
complete satisfaction that it was true. I accepted this
teaching and was baptized Sept. 1, 1869 by Elder C. J.
Oberg and confirmed by the laying on of hands by Erick

Petterson. I have since traveled this path and found it
good. b
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I wvas called as a deacon in the year 1870 by Elder
C. J. Oberg and Kemet Karlgren and in the same year I
was ordained a teacher by Elder Y. S. H. Lundquist and
in 1871 1 was ordained to a Priest.

I immigrated to North America and Utah in 1872. My
father and mother and myself left Farnebo and Byurfors ,
the 22 May 1872 and went to Stockholm and gathered there
with the rest of the brothers and sisters. On June 13th
we went from Stockholm to Copenhagen and on our way we
stopped in the following cities: Westernck, Ockarsham.
Cellmar, Carlskrona, Carlsham, Alus, Lontsberg and
Malmo. We reached Copenhagen June 17 at 10 A.M. Left
there on the 21 of June on the steamboat Atto Hull. We -
had beautiful weather on the north sea and reached Hull ;
June 25th at 10 P.M. S

We realized the big event of our lives as we got on
the S.S. Nevada on the 26th at 1 P.M. The machines wvere
started and we began our trip on the Atlantic Ocean.
There was a hard wind blowing against us for several
days. Sunday the 30th the storm and wind slowed down

- more and more. The 7th of July it was still and calm and

wve sav many kinds of fish and ocean life on the clear
surface of the water. On the 9th we saw land and the
boat went into the harbor of New York. On the 10th wve
went to the railroad station and continued our journey,
reached Pittsburgh, then on the 13th to Omaha over
Missouri and Mississippi rivers. The 14th from Omaha
over Platt River. The 15th we started for the West. On
the 16th we reached the Rocky Mountains. On the 17th we
reached Utah and 0Ogden July 1872. /" My parents and I
stayed with Per Mattsens for two months, then we built a
house on Ogden Bench and lived there until the middle of
Feb. 1873. Then I bought a house and land in the Lynn
district in Ogden. (Five Points) I worked at different
Jobs, mostly away from home.

On the 21st of Dec 1874 I was married to Johanna
Larson (Larsdotter) who was born in Hedemora, Sweden,
Dala Lan. On the 22nd of Dec. my wife and I got our
Patriarchal Blessings from C. W. Hyde and on the 23rd we
wvere baptized for 40 persons." This is as far as
his writing went.. _

The Endowment House ‘Sealing record shows that John
Groberg and Johanna Larson were sealed the 21st Dec.

1874 by Pres. D. H. Wells. According to the Lutheran

Church record of Births in Hedemora landsf.,

'Kopparbergs, Sweden, Johanna was born the 9th Sept. 1845

and Chr. the 14 Sept. She is the daughter of Lars
Persson and his wife Carin Persdotter of Dracke.
Johanna's mother was 32 years old at the time of this
birth. ' ,

- The following is a sketch of Johanna's life which
was written by her in Swedish and translated by her
daughter, Ellen G. Crowther and Ellen's son, Chester.

"I Johannah Groberg, wife of John Groberg, was born
in Hedemora Socken. Dalarne, Sweden on the 8th of Sep
1845. (Lutheran Church rec. says 9th Sept.) My father
vas Lars Persson, born 28 May 1814 in Norbarke, Dalarne.
There were eight of us in the family. I was brought up
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in the Lutheran Church. My mother taught me to read at
home as they couldn't afford to sent me to school. My
mother died Sept. 8th 1859 when I was 14 years old. She
had been sick for a long time. I did my duty and took
care of her and the home during her sickness. Aftervards
I vas confirmed a member of the Lutheran Church in
Hedenora Socken.

I spent my days as a servant in the homes around my
home town. I had a good falth and respect for the
Lutheran Religion until I was 23 years o0ld, when the
missionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints came to our town and preached. I began to
investigate their religion known as Mormonism. I was
convinced that this was the true church and I was
baptized July 26 1868 by Elder Persson and confirmed the
same day by the same man. After this I was reprimanded
and hated by the Priests as well as all my friends and
relatives. I didn't have any peach or happiness in my
home town, so I moved to Stockholm on July 24 1871 and

on the 30th I started to work in a silver plating . ﬁ i

factory where I worked until June 11lth 1874, when I came
to Amexrica and Utah. We reached Utah and Salt Lake City
July 15th 1874. I stayed with Brother and Sister Westman
one week then I started to work in a boarding ‘house
vhere I stayed until I was married to John Grioberg Dec.
21st 1874. Then I moved to my new home in Ogden and Lynn
Ward Dec. 21, 1874." :

This is as far as the Swedish Sketch went.

Grandma came to the U. S. on the ship "Idaho". She
was 29 years old at the time.

The 8th of Jan 1874 Grandpa made a declaration of
intention to become a citizen of the U. S. but it wasn't
until 16 Sep 1882 that he received his Certificate of
Citizenship to the Unite States of America—-—terrltory
of Utah.

John and Johanna became the proud parents of a baby
boy born 2 Apr 1876 in the home in Lynn (Five Points)
Ogden, Utah where they lived They named the baby John
Enoch.

The 22nd Nov 1877 Alfred was born, but he was only
permitted to remain here 2 years. He died 6 Dec 1879.

A little girl was born to them 5 Aug 1879 and they

named her Johannah, but called her Hannah. She was with .

them eleven years when she was called home. She died 7
July 1890.

Another daughter was born 18 Jan 1881 and was given
the name of Emma. She too was called home early, living
only six and a half months. She died 6 Aug 1881.

Josephine was born 30 Apr 1882. She lived a little
over a year, being called home 26 July 1883.

The 27 May 1884 a son was born to them, whom they
named Charles August. He is listed on the Farr West Ward
record in one place as Carl, but in another place it is
Charles. He lived to be married and raise a family.

Jennie Lilly wvas born 29 Apr 1889 according to the
Farr West Ward record, but family records say she vas
born in March. She lived to be married and gave birth to
one child--a son named Lowell Groberg Woods, born 26 Aug
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1909. Jennie died 14 Nov 1908

Aunt Ellen (John and Johanna's Dau.) wrote: "Father
and Mother lived in the home in Lynn, together with
Father's parents. All their
children except one was born there. In the year 1889
father bought a home and farm in West Harrisville, now ’
Farr West and moved the family in the spring of 1890."

The 9th May 1893 Anna Matilda was born, but she was,
permitted to stay only a short time. She died the 26 Aug
1893. The family now consisted of father, mother and
four liv1ng children.

The 11 May 1908 vas a sad day for the Groberg
family for that day John Enoch's. wife, Maude died
leaving 3 small children. Then tragedy struck this
family again 6 June 1909 with the death of the father,
John Enoch. The two boys, Delbert and LeRoi were taken
care of by John Enoch's sister, Ellen Crowther for about
2 years and Maude, the baby was taken to her grandmother
Brunt in Idaho Falls. In 1911 John Enoch's boys went to
live with Uncle Charlie and Aunt Mattie. Charlie wvas
John Enoch's btother.

‘ The 14 _Nov 1909 was another sad day. John and
Johanna's daughter, Jennie Lilly, the wife of Francis
Lowell Woods dlied leaving an infant son, Lowell Groberg
Woods, who was a little over two and a half months old.

Johanna Larson (Larsdotter) Groberg died Sunday 28
Dec 1924 at her home in Farr West. In those days they
had‘thervieqihg in the home so people came to the home
Thursday and Friday until time for the funeral which was
at 1 o'clock in the Farr West Ward meeting house. Bishop
Moroni Chugg conducted the funeral services. A mixed
quartet composed of Harry Brown, A. D. Brown, Lorna
Stephenson and Lila Brown sang "Sometime we'll
understand" and "Oh My Father". Lila and Lorna sang
"Come unto Me" and Lila sang "I'm a Pilgrim". Speakers
vere Bishop M. P. Brown and Bishop Chugg. The interment
was in the Ogden City Cemetery and Bishop Chugg
dedicated the grave.

‘John Groberg died at 5 O'clock on Tuesday afternoon
17 March 1925. The viewing was in the home in Farr West
and the funeral was Friday morning at 10:30 in the Farr
West Ward Chapel with Bishop Moroni Chugg presiding.

.Mrs. Lorna Giles and Lila Brown sang "Rock of Ages" and

"I'm a Pilgrim". Lila sang "Face to Face". The speakers

were David Jensen, Joseph A. Taylor. Patriarch E. A.

Olsen and Bishop Chugg. The opening prayer was given by
Howvard Dabb and the benediction by George B. Taylor. The
grave in the Ogden City Cemetery was dedicated by C. J.
A. Lindquist.

- BAunt Ellen said of her father: "Father's activity
in the Church died down due mainly to his association
with fault-finding men, etc. He asked to be d&sﬂemberedobw1;
and ceased all activity, however ve have found out that
no action was taken by the Church leaders in this
respect to this request. We know from remarks made by
father that he still believed in the principles of the
Church. He lived a good life, made a successful and
prosperous farmer, loved by those who knew him, had a
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jovial and happy disposition. He was honest and believed
that a man's word should be as good as his bond. In his
later years he sold the farm to his son, Charlie and he
and mother lived in the 1little two room frame house that
wvas built for them on the farm until their death.

He was a good father and provided all the
necessities of life for us. He always encouraged us to
attend Church duties, sent his son, Enoch on a mission
to Sweden. He had his weaknesses but his good qualities
out-numbered them all". '

L

Grandma (Johanna) Groberg

with Hermine and Charles

Grandpa (John) Groberg
as his grandchildren

‘remember him
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1893.

John and Johanna Groberg family at Farr West home, about

Letters to John, Translated from Swedish

Good luck and a good new year, all of you.
The letter is to you all. ’ /
St. George, 2% December 1874

J. Groberg, Dear Brother:

I have received your letter with pleasure and I thank you
so much for the same. It makes me happy to hear that you have
come home from the mountains and that all is well both with you
and yours. I see by your letter that you shall go and get married
at Christmas, which I think is good now, and I will now wish you
all possible happiness ard the Heaven’s and the Earth’s best
blessings, so you can build you a heavenly kingdom on the earth. I
Know there is nothing better and dearer and more lovable than a
good wife, and if one can so raise up strong, good and healthy
children, that is so much the better.’ '

I shall now talk a little about myself and St. George. I
am healthy and feel fine. It has been a little cold here now for
some days, but Christmas should have snow. We have had a wonderful
time here this Christmas. We had meetings in the tabernacle 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. In the afternoon we had a picnic and we received
different kinds of food as well as grape juice, and various songs
and talks were limited (voluntarily refrained from). It was the
most pleasant Christmas . day I have had since 1 came to Utah.

The Temple proceeds rapidly. The walls are about 50 feet
high now but they should come to be full héight in seven months,
though that I do not believe. How many there are who work here now
I do not Know, but they say there are three- or four-hundred, but
they work trades all over the Temple. They are placed on many
different spots. Since I work with stones I have a good
opportunity to learn to be a sKilled stonemason. I have now been
here half the time as you when you receive this letter, I think.
You have now heartiest greetings from me. .

" a brother in the Gospel,
P. E. Westman

Our gratitude to Chester G. Crowther, who translated these Swedish
letters. He said, "I didn’t try to put the phraseoclogy into good
English but the thoughts are there."

Note: The Westmans are frequently mentioned in Andersf Journal.
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John's personal history.
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Chronology of John GROBERG and Johanna LARSDOTTER
by Hermine GROBERG BARKER

Feb 13 Jan Peter ANDERSSON (John GROBERG) was born 1in
Vasterfarnebo, Vastmanlands, Sweden. He was the son of
Anders PERSSON GROBERG and Catharina ANDERSDOTTER. /

Sep 8 or 9 Johanna LARSDOTTER was born in Hedemora,
Sweden. (Lutheran Church record says 9th.) She was the
daughter of Lars PERSSON and Carin PERSDOTTER.

John was brought 'up in the Lutheran Church and was
confirmed a member a member when he was 15 years old.
From then on he worked as helper to different farmers,
and he didn't think much of life's more serious side,
but as he said, "I fastened my attentions on the empty
pleasures."

Sep 8 Johanna's mother died (Johanna 14 yrs. old) After
this she was confirmed a member of the Lutheran Church.
She had been\brought up in the Lutheran Church, but they
had to recite certain things to the minister before they
could be confirmed. She spent her days as servant in the
homes in her home town in Hedemora.

John began to think more seriously about religion. He
began to follow a sect called "The Readers" which was
also a division of ‘the Lutheran Church and was happy in
their congkegation for 3 years.

i
i

The L.D.S: Missionaries came to Vasterfarnebo and to the

home of Anders PERSSON GROBERG. They gave John a Book of
Mormon. v

The L.D.S. Missionaries came to Stensberg where Johanna
lived with her family (her mother had died) in Hedemora.
The Elders preached in the town and Johanna became
interested. She was convinced that this was the true

‘Church.

July 26 Johanna vas baptized into the L.D.S. Church by
Elder Persson and confirmed the same day. From then on
she was .hated by the Priest as well as all her friends
and relatives. Her family turned her out.

Sep 1 John vas baptlzed into the L.D.S. Church by Elder

~C. J. Oberg and conflrmed by Erick Petterson.

John was made a Deacon by Elder C. J. Oberg and Kemet
Karlgren.

John was ordained a Teacher by Elder Y.S.H. Lundquist.

July 24 - Johanna had no,peace'or happiness in her home
towvn, so she moved to Stockholm, Sweden.

July 30 Johanna started working in a Silver Plating
factory in Stockholm where she worked until she left
47
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for America.

John was ordalned a Priest in the L.D.S. Church by
Y.S.H. Lundquist.

May 22 John went to Stockholm and gathered there with
the rest of the Brothers and Sisters. (Saints)

June 13 John went from Stockholm to Copenhagen, stopped
in Cities along the way.

June 17 They reached Copenhagen 10 A.M. (John)

June 21 John left Copenhagen on the Steamboat Atto Hull.
June 25 They (John) reached Hull at 10 P.M. Beautlful
wveather.

June 26 John (age 32) with his Mother and Father boarded
the 5.5. Nevada at 1 P.M. and began their trip on the
Atlantic Ocean for the U.S. Hard wind for several days.
Sunday June 30 Storm and wind slowed down.

July 7 Weather still calm (John)

July 9 (John) "We saw land and the boat went into New
York harbor."

July 10 (John) "We went to R.R. Station and continued on
our journey.

July 13 (John) To Omaha, over Missouri and Miss. rivers.
July 14 (John) From Omaha over the Platt River.

July 15 (John) We started for the West.

July 16 (John) We reached the Rocky Mountains.

July 17 (John) We reached Utah and Ogden. We stayed

with Per Mattsen. I went to American Fork Canyon and
worked on the Railroad. My parents stayed with Per
Mattsens for two months.

(John) "We built a house on Ogden Bench and lived there

until the middle of Feb. 1873.

Feb (John) "I bought a house and land in the Lynne

district in Ogden. (Five Points) I worked at different
jobs---mostly awvay from home.

Jan 8 John Groberg made declaration of intention to
become a Citizen of the U. S.

June 11 Johanna left Stockholm to come to America.
(From the Stockholm Emigration list dated June 19.)
Johanna (age 29) boarded the ship "Idaho"

July 15 Johanna reached Utah and Salt Lake City.

Dec 21 John married Johanna. Sld 21 Dec 1874 by Pres.
D. H. Wells.

Dec 22 John and Johanna got their Patriarchal Blessings
from C. W. Hyde.

Dec 23 We (John and Johanna) were bapt. for 40 persons.

Dec 24 (Johanna) "I moved to my new home in Ogden and
Lynne Ward." Aunt Ellen (their dau.) said her father's

pazgg&idlix. here with ger r _and mother to the
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time 0of their death.

Apr 2 John Enoch was born here in Lynne Ward.
Nov 22 Alfred was born " " "

Aug 5 Girl born. They named her Johanna but called her
Hannah.

Dec 6 Alfred died and is buried in Ogden City Cemetery.

Jan 18 Another glrl born to John and Johanna. They named
her Enma.

Aug 6 Emma died. she was only 6 1/2 months old.
Apr 30 Josephine was born to John and Johanna in Lynne -

Ward.

Sep 16 John GROBERG recelved his Certificate of c1tlzen—,”
ship to the United States of America. Territory of Utah.

July 26 Josephine died. She lived about a year and 3 Mo.

May 27 Charles August was born in Lynne Ward. He lived
to be married and raise a family.

Oct 27 Ellen Catherine was born. She too, lived to be
married and raise a family. She was born in Lynne Ward.

Mar or Apr 29 Jennie Lilly was born in Lynne Ward.

John GROBERG bought a house and land in Farr West. At
time it qu.West Harrisville.

In the Spring, John and Johanna moGed to Farr West.
At that time it was West Harrisville. ' :

July 7 Hannah died at age 11. She is buried in Ogden
City Cemetery. , :

Nov 30 West Harrisville became Farr West in honor of
Lorin Farr, former president of Weber Stake and Chauncy

. West, who, prior to his death was presiding bishop of

Weber County. They both held many outstanding positions.

Nov 30 Construction began on Farr West's first Chapel.
It was completed in four months.

May 9 Anna Matilda was born: in Farr West to John and
Johanna.

Aug 26 Anna Matilda d1ed She was burled in Ogden City

_Cemetery.

John Enoch, son of John and Johanna taught school in the
little red brick school house in Farr West. Enoch's
brother, Charles was one of his students in Oct. and
Nov 1895. He is listed in the School Register as Chas A.
Groberg. In the History of Farr West by Brian Taylor on
page 8 it says: Then, approximately 120 students were
enrolled, ranging from those who were learning their
ABC's to those who vere on the Fifth Reader. There were
no grades. 49
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28 Dec 1924

Dec 24 John Enoch married Maud BRUNT in Logan Temple.
They wvere married by Marriner W. Merrill.

May 11 John Enoch's wife, Maud died leaving 3 small
children.

June 6 John Enoch died at age 33 while on a visit at
his parent's home in Farr West. Ellen took the 2 boys

and Maud, the baby, was taken to her Grandmother Brunt
in Idaho Falls.

Nov 14 Jennie Lilly died leaving an infant son, Lowell
Groberg WOODS.

Jan 19 Charles (Chas A.) married Martha Hermine RASICOT
in the Salt Lake Temple. They lived in the old Groberg
home in Farr West.

Delbert and LeRoi went to live with Charlie and Mattie
GROBERG.

The yellow brick school house was built in Farr West.

Sunday Dec 28 Johanna LARSDOTTER GROBERG died at her -
home in Farr West. She was buried the following Friday
in Ogden City Cemetexy.

Tuesday Mar 17 John GROBERG died. He was buried Mar 19
in Ogden City Cemetery by his wife and 5 of their

children. John's parents, Anders and Catharina are in
the same Cemetery plot.

2 geme 17257

l 1”unrml ‘seryices™ tor I\Irs ‘m-r
‘hannah . Iéars n Grc;lbepg.l dwldow ‘ H-—
of Johr' Groherg, whq dled Bun-“l Farr est - meetidg  house. . A [+ 3 >
doy iat cher homc in -Farr West, i1 ;mixed quartet. compogsed ot lldi:y John firoberg’ dled mt 5 o'colck

B;shop Moront 'Chugs conducted
funaral services for Mrs. Johanjuh
Grqberg on Friday afternoon at:the

4 ¥ Ay ennty
RALE Y BRI
} - bt 3

e 7 March 1925

will be held ¥riday at 1 o'clock
in the Farr. West meeting house
with *Bishop Moronl Chugg pre-
®lding.. The boady may be viewed ]|
at the family home Thursday and’
on Yriday until time of funeru,
Flowers may, be left at .the Lind-
quist nhapel until -10:80. oolock

on TFriday. ' Interment wll} 'bn I
made in the City cemetery. M;

Groberg was horn in: Sweaen,

Septemnher’ 8, 1845, and camor b
Ttah in 1874, She wns mardeqd :
that year {o”Mr, Groborg-in thnq
Jsndowment. house An Halt’ l.ake,
#ho was a. rosjdent. of ive Polnta
for 16 yeary - and- had 'Hved .'in
Farr Weal "#inco 18849, -5 8ho  wey
o fulthtul. workbr in 4he L. DB ]
church, Mra Qrdhorg in survivéd
hy iwo ‘childeeri, Charles’ A, Gro-
berg of Jarr West nnd BIra, Kile

grandchildren . and - ong wbro.nev

A
“West' ‘chabely with Blahop ,,Moronl

.“

Brown, A. D. Brown, Lorna Btephe
ensen and Lila Brown sang “Some-
time We'll Uunderstand” and. 'O
My Father.”.. Miss Trown and Miss
Stephenson 'sang “Come Unto'Me.”

| Miss Drown sang “I'm a Pilgrim.”

fipeakers were Bighop' James M: ars

‘un, W. A. Taylor, ¢C. ©O. Turnquist,

.J. A, Lindquist, . David .Jenson,
quhop.\M 7', .Brown and’ Bishop
Chuygg. . Bishop Chugg dedlcn.ted
tue gruve in Ogdcn oy cemetery.

‘Tuesday aflernoon at & local ,hos-
pital followlng a long illness.’ Ha
was' born in Westmaland, Sweden,.
'‘February ‘13, 1840, the soti of An-
dtes and Ka.therlne-Anderuon Gro-
.berg.- He came’to ‘America., wlt“
'his parents on the ship. “NeVad

in* 1872 and. nrrlved ih Ogden n

{ Johanna Larson and toved to Fivé
;Polats, whord he llved until 1850.°
“Since-that time he hid madd his
‘homs at Fare West,: Mm Groberg:
idled A few months ago, :Burviving:

mmurUNERALs 17:::

A
Furieral ae:vlceb for, “John Gro-
bexg wero-held Friday (n the Farr

Chugg™". prcslqlng : Mral. Lotna

"Giles and Lila. Brown sang Y'Rock

|und o slator, ln'ﬁWOdG ‘{\Q‘u.n ol i0C Ageg” and “1'm°a Pligrim, . Misy |

. Crowther ,of 1larrisvilie; 151"
[

t.

&Andqmst. §

Bfown sang “Face.to lace.” " The!
oﬁenlng- praye (F—!wu glven By How-|

d ' Dabh ‘an®& ue ,benedictionn by
Geor.e B '.I'ny'lo: %»+The lpo:keu
were David Jeyson, - Joseph Aé7lay-

jor, Potrlarch L AL Olsen' and'Bish. }

op ‘Chugg. i'l‘he grave in'the ity
‘vemetery wan' dedluated b;.c. J.

G R 5O e A

Tare twa ;Mldren. :Charles ‘Groberg:

of - Far? “West and  Mrs, ¥Men,
Crowther ot Harrisville; and fifteén!

¥ perandchildred,-  Funeral . servicen.

wiil be - held: Friday marning n’u

maeting Houre wlth Bia}hy 8 Moroni
Chugg présiding.’. 'rhu ‘budy moy
hp viewed nt tho fesidence at. thq
on Q’ Fupr Weat Thurdday a!t,er.
nonanflievening”and on’ Friday
until $imas of adrvices. . Intarment
will He mnda {n tho Qity 2enietery.
' Plowers may bo loft at’ I‘Jinddulut'l
Luntfl- Q 180° Frldw morning,. .- -,

e

July of .the same'year. : He waa,
smasried in Salt”Lake in 1874 to

10:80 o'clock in - the' Farr Weat' .

Ogden Newspaper accounts of deaths and funerals of John
and Johanna

28 Dec. 1924:

Funeral services for Mrs. Johannah Larson Groberg, widow
[wifel of John Groberg, who died Sunday at her home in Farr West,
will be held Friday at 1| o’clock in the Farr West meeting house
with Bishop Moroni Chugg presiding. The body may be viewed at the
family home Thursday and on Friday until time of funeral. Flowers

" may be left at the Lindquist chapel until 10:30 o’clock on Friday.‘

Interment will be made in the City cemetery. Mrs. Groberg was
born in Sweden September 8, 18435, and came to Utah in 1874. She
was married that year to Mr. Groberg in the Endowment house in
Salt Lake. She was a resident of Five Points for 15 vears and had |
lived in Farr West since 1889, She was a faithful worker in the L.
D. S. church. Mrs, Groberg is survived by two children, Charles A,
Groberg of Farr West and Mrs. Ellen C. Crowther of Harrisville; 13
grandchildren and one brother and a sister in Sweden.

2 Jan. 1925

Bishop Moroni Chugg conducted funeral services for Mrs.
Johannah Groberg on Friday afternoon at the Farr West meeting
house. A mixed quartet composed of Harry Brown, A. D. Brown, Lorna
Stephenson and-Lila-Brown sang "Sometime We’11 Understand" and "0
My Father." Miss Brown and Miss Stephenson sang "Come Unto Me."
Miss Brown sang, "I‘m a Pilgrim." Speakers were Bishop James
Martin, W. A. Taylor, C. 0. Turnquist, C. J. A. Lindquist, David
Jenson, Bishop M. P. Brown and Bishop Chugg. Bishop Chugg
dedicated the ,grave in Ogden City cemetery.

17 March 1925 DEATHS

John Groberg died at 3 o’clock Tuesday a+ternoon at a local
hospital following a long illness. He was born in Westmanland,
Sweden, February 13, 1840, the son of Andres and Katherine
Anderson Groberg. He came. to America with his parents on the ship
"Nevada" in 1872 and arrived in Ogden in July of the same year. He
was married in Salt Lake. in 1874 to Johanna Larson and moved to
Five Points, where he lived until 1890. Since that time he had
made his home at Farr West. Mrs. Groberg died a few months ago.
Surviving are two children, Charles Groberg of Farr West and Mrs.
Ellen Crowther of Harrisvile; and fifteen grandchildren. Funeral
services will be held Friday morning at 10:30 o‘clock in the Farr
West meeting house with Bishop Moroni Chugg presiding. The body

.may be viewed at the residence of the son at Farr West Thursday

afternoon and evening and on Friday until time of services.
Interment will be made in the City cemetery. Flowers may be left
at Lindquist’s until 8:30 Friday morning.

20 March 1925 FUNERALS

 Funeral services for John Groberg were held Friday in the Farr..
West chapel with Bishop Moroni Chugg presiding. Mrs. Lorna Giles
and Lila Brown sang "Rock of Ages" and I‘m a Pilgrim." Miss Brown
sang "Face to Face." The opening prayer was given by Howard Dabb
and the benediction by George B. Taylor. The speakers were David
Jensen, Joseph A. Taylor, Patriarch E. A. Olsen and Bishop Chugg.
The grave in the City cemetery was dedicated by C. J. A, an%uqu-
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OUR PROMISED LAND
b‘y John K. G\-o&zrj

One day in mid-June of 1872 three Swedish converts
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
boarded a small boat in Stockholm Sweden. This was not
to be a pleasure cruise but they had sold all they
owned, packed their home made trunks and were turning
their backs uvpon home, family, friends and country for
a new life in a promised land. S0 it was that at age
67, 63 and 32 Anders Persson Groberg his wife Catharina
and son jonne (John) began an adventure that would
forever alter their lives and that of their
descendants.

As their journey continued they would be joined by
other immigrants from neighboring Scandinavian
countries and Europe to begin a new life on the
frontiers of America. Their destination was the "Top of
the Mountains” in the newly established Territory of
Utah in the Western United States. In response to a
call from a prophet of God they were going to Zion.
Anders and company did not gqualify as pioneers because
they crossed the continent by R.R. and the coming of
the R.R. is the dividing line between pioneer and
Immigrant. Today we can only try to imagine their
fears, concerns and expectations as they traveled to an
unknown end in a strange land.

The different customs of the Saints and the
persecutions of an exiled and driven people did not
dissuade them nor dampen their determination to follow
their leaders, keep the faith and then, having put
their hand to the plow, they did not look back.

John records how he was rather thoughtless as a
youth being subject to lightheartedness and being ‘
somewhat frivolous but his actions as a young man
indicate a devotion to his church and parents. Perhaps
at their age they would never have attempted such a
journey without their son and it is possible that John
would not have gone without them. So it was that by the
4th of July these three had joined with the Saints in

Ogden Utah to help celebrate the birth of a free
nation.

John and Johanna undoubtedly met in Sweden through
church affiliations. They both knew and referred to
spme of the same friends both in and out of the church.
Johanna was estranged from her family and some friends

52

after joining the church. She went to Stockholm to work
for a family named Westman. Some of this family joined
the church also and are referred to in Anders little
black book.

/

John and Johanna joined the church the same year,
Johanna a few months before John and he joined just
shortly ahead of his parents. They must have
corresponded and according to Anders book he may
have been involved in heir correspondence.

Johanna joined the church at age 23 and from then
on she was on her own, eking out a living on a meager
income. Circumstances would indicate that she could not
have saved much towards passage to America in the five
years before she and John were married. Whether
marriage had been discussed we do not know. This can
only be left to conjecture today. Perhaps an
unconfirmed tradition that he sent money to Johanna to
cdme to Amerjca if she would become his wife carries
some credence.

Anders and Catherina relied wvpon John for support
and strength in their new land and he did not let them
down. We do not know any details except for some very
brief notes in Anders diary but it is evident that John
worked away at the . best paying jobs he could find
while Anders kept the home fires burning with
Sellerbras (Sagebrush). One of John’s first jobs was in
American Fork canyon working on R.R. construction. This
was in 72 and 73 but this R.R. never really met any of
it's expectations. The mines up the canyon played out
almost before the road was built. Then in 73-74 John
became a hard rock miner. '

It is not surprising that John followed these jobs
at this time for they were the highest paying manual

‘labor type work available and the mining boom had

reached its peak (enthusiasm) in 1873. Prior to 72
there were only -F mining districts in Utah but by the
end of 73 this number had increased seven—fold. The
really big mining in Utah never got under way until the
turn of the century but in 73 Salt Lake City was
considered a mining boom town. This distinction, (or
curse) only lasted for a year or two but it served John
well in providing him with means to purchase property
and build a home for both he and Johanna when they were
married in 74 and his parents until their death. John
worked in the Bingham Canyon area, probably in a gold
mine, we have no details. By this time the "Roaring”
mining camps in California and Nevada were becoming
tamed and many of those roughhouse miners had followed
the bocom to Utah. But John‘s love was with the land and
his destiny was farming.
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JOHON ENOCH GROBERG
by Mary Jane Groberg Fritzen

As a missionary in Sweden in 1899, John Enoch Groberg
arranged the funeral and burial for his friend and fellow
missionary, Albert Peterson. Reflecting on how this man gave his
life for the Gospel, John understood life’s purpose. He determined
to complete his own mission, to return to Ogden, take the Normal
course at Weber Stake Academy, teach school again at Farr West,
find a wife, marry in the Temple, and begin a family.

Parents. He was grateful for his father, Jan (John), a
member-missionary, who had accepted the Restored Gospel when a
young man in Sweden, and emigrated to America with his parents--
Anders, then &7 and Catharina, 464. John went to work in Utah to
provide a home for his parents. Then he sent money for Johanna
Larson, who had also accepted the Gospel in Sweden, but had
therefore been rejected by her former friends and her family.
Bravely, Johanna emigrated to Salt Lake City in June 1874. That
December the two were married. John was 34, and Johanna 29.

Following the marriage they remainaed in Salt Lake City three
days: Dec. 21. Married in Endowment House. Dec. 22. Received
patriarchal blessings. Dec. 23. Did baptisms for 40 deceased
relatives. Dec. 24. Returned to Ogden, where John introduced his
bride to her new home where they would live with his parents.
Probably they had met in Stockholm, and now were glad to welcome
her into the family and into the fellowship of the Lynn Ward. Upon
this foundation they built their marriage. '

Youth, A year later on April 2, 1874, their son John Enoch
was born in what is now "Five Points,” Ogden. His boyhood was
filled with faith as well as sorrow. Money was scarce, and his
father (John) mostly worked away from home. In Lynn young John
Enoch experienced the death of one brother and two sisters, as
well as of his grandparents. His devoted father bought a larger
farm and home a few miles north and west in Harrisville (now Farr
West). When they moved in 1890, the family consisted of his
parents, his brother Charlie, and sisters, Ellen, Hannah, and
Jennie Lilly. Enoch, 13, went ahead with his father to help him
ready the place for the rest of the family. They raised berries,
fruit, and nuts, some animals, vegetables and grain. Enoch’s
sorrowing mother carefully moved and bedded eleven-year-old
Hannah, who nevertheless died the first summer in the new home.
Although one more daughter was born in 1893, she only lived a few
months.

There was sufficient work to do on the farm and Enoch worked,.

but he was inclined to books. His parents were also interested in
letters. He probably attended the ward schools in Lynn and Farr
West. Public schools began in Utah after 1890. In 1893 at age 17,
he enrolled at Weber Stake Academy, a Church preparatory school in
downtown Ogden. He was graduated after two vears, and participated

in the 1875 commencement program. At 19 he became a teacher in the ,

two-room public school across from the Church. His friend Mary
Taylor taught grades one through four and he taught five through
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eight. His brother Charlie was one of his pupils. Another pupil,
Iraminde Taylor [Stephenson) remembered at 93 the drawing lessons
he taught once a week.

Before Enoch was 20 he was sustained as superintendent of
Farr West Sunday School, a position of importance. So well did he
serve that he was not released until after he had left on his /
mission to Scandinavia. And as soon as he returned, his
replacement was released and Enoch was again sustained Sunday
School superintendent. o

Mission to Sweden. The mission call that came in July 1897
was a time of happy social activities., As well as speaking in
meeting, he was feted by a farewell dance, and the local band
played for him. At the Temple he performed ordinances for himself
and also for. some Kindred dead. Then the setting apart, licehsing,
and journey by train to Philadelphia, by ship to Liverpool, then
to Hamburg, Copenhagen,, 'and finally to Sweden, his parents’
homeland. Hie best friend John Lefgren journeyed with him, and
both served in Sweden. John E. spoke Swedish as his first
language, and had learned English at school and Church. His
family, relatives and Farr West friends, including several young

“ladies, correspohded with him, and he also made many friends in

Sweden. He also met and corresponded with relatives there. A
severe sickness laid him Tow for about six weeks his first winter

in Sweden and attacked fiim intermittently thereafter; but in spite

of this and other challenges, he was a respected and faithful
leader, calm and pleasant. He completed an honorable mission, and
returned at the close of 18%99. :

January 4th he enrolled at Weber Stake Academy in the Normal
Department and continued till June. Again he received a position
to teach school at Farr West. A diploma for his sister Ellen in
1901 he signed as Principal, and W. B. Wilson signed as Weber

County Superintendent of Schools. In the meantime Utah had become
a state in 1894. Weber Stake Academy celebrated with a program and
holiday.

Marriage. On & visit to his friends, particularly John
Lefgren, and cousins in ldaho Falls area, he was introduced to
vivacious Maud Elisabeth Brunt. In December 1902 they were married
in the Logan Temple. John was 26 and Maude 21. They lived with his
parents for at least a year, as he continued superintendent of eh
Sunday School. Then they moved intoc a home of their own in the
Lynn Ward, where he was bookkeeper for Utah Light and Railway Co.
Maude gladiy decorated their home and happily prepared for their
first child, a son they named LeRoy Brunt Groberg. With Maud the

“home was filled with joy. He served in the Weber Stake Sunday
- School board. '

The family of three moved to Idaho Falls in 1905 where they
lived temporarily with Maud‘s mother, Elisabeth Brunt, and John
was bookkeeper for Brunt Grocery, owned by Maud’s brothers. John
purchased a home on the corner of Sage and H (599-H) beside three -
homes of Maud’s family, the Brunts. A second son Delbert Valentine
Groberg was born on Valentine’s Day 1%04.

In March 1907 John was sustained superintendent of Bingham
Stake Sunday School, and a year later their daughter was born and
named for her mother, Maude Elizabeth. When the baby was eleven
days old her mother died, leaving John with a baby girl as well as
two little motherless boys. Family and friends mourned and
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assisted. John’s newly married sister Ellen and her husband Albert
Crowther moved from Harrisville into the home to help. The next
spring, John, whose health had deteriorated, had provided
investments for the care of Maude and for the boys® future
missions. He took his boys on the train for a rest and visit to
Farr West, His father met the train in his buggy, and the
grandparents were delighted to hear the boys greet them in -
Swedish,

John Enoch died at his parents” home June 4, 1909, at age 33.
The boys grew up in a loving environment with their Uncle Charlie
and Aunt Mattie’s family in Farr West. Both LeRoy and Delbert
lived to serve missions and afterwards marry, rear families and
serve in the Temples.

Maud Elisabeth Brumt and John Enoch Groberg
married 24 December, 1902, Logan Temple
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John Enoch’s Sons Write of Their Father.

LeRoi.
/
Father had been i1l for some time. We were together at
the old home at Ogden. This day he came out on the porch and sat
down on the long wood bench that was there. He bid me come and sit

-‘beside him on the bench. I did. He noticed that my shoe was
_untied. I showed him a knot in the lace and tried to get it loose.

1t didn‘t yield. He then took me on his lap and with his fingers -
quickly untied the knot and laced up the shoe. 1 looKed up at him .

~ with great admiration. .1 recall thinking that my father can do’

anything. .
On another occasion on this same porch, father sat with.
me on the rim with feet on the ground. I had an air gun. He asked
if 1 could shoot straight. He then took the gun and shot it
several times, showing me how to use it. Then he aimed at a
sparrow in the walnut tree that spread out right before us. "You
hit it, you hi t it, I said gleefully. He handed me the gun and
cautioned me about shooting birds, or doing any harm with the gun.

Delbert in a letter to his sons, 8 October, 1963:

1 was impressed by the blessing at the conclusion of the
great conference, given by President McKay. "Be the father of a
man® still rings in my ears and swells in my heart, for I have the
honor of being father of seven men. "1 bless each member in all
the worid that you might have God’s peace in your hearts, and in
your homes everywhere."

My thoughts were also about my father, John Enoch
Groberg, who died when 1 was three, but whose life and works have
been a beacon light to me. He left me a heritage of faith in and
love for the living prophet. Father was an associate of Pres.
McKay both at Weber Academy and in the Weber Stake Sunday School.
Every person 1 have, ‘talked to, who knew father, has told me how
much he admired him and has encouraged me to try to be as good and
noble as my father. \

One day while eating dinner in President [Cecil E.]
Hart’s home with Pres. McKay, I noticed the soul-searching eves of
Pres. McKay had fastened upon my face. After a moment he said,
"Brother Groberg, you look like your father." I have always wanted
to be like him, for 1 want to be worthy to be the son of & noble

father and worthy to be your father, the "father of a man.”

President McKayﬁquoted a poem by Edgar A. Guest:

We have never seen the Father here, but we have known the Son,
The finest type of manhood since the world was first begun,
And summing up the works of God, I write with reverent pen,
The greatest is the Son He sent to cheer the lives of men.

It matters not what I may win of fleeting gold or fame,

My hope of joy depends alone on what my boy shall claim.
My story must be told .through himj; for him I work and ptan,
Man‘s greatest duty is to be the father of a man.
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JOSEPH F. SMITH

GRORGE D. PFYPRR .
JONN F- BENNETT . . -

Members of the Board

Heeaee Commings

Elder John Groberg and Family,

Dear Brethren and Sisters:

The General Board of the Deseret Sunday School Union desires to expraas to

you its sympathy in your

Superintendent John E. Groberg, the Sunday School cause has lost a most devoted
worker, As Superintendent of the Farr West school, he made sn excellent record;
as a stake worker in Weber his faithfulnesss was always manifest, and was fre-
quently commentsd upon by his fellow workers; and as superintendent of the ,
Binghem Steske Sunday Schools, his labors have been highly commendable. We re-
call with spprovsl Brother Groberg's noble influence and energetic offorts in

the Church et home and a

will receive the spprobation of our Heavenly Father.

In behalf of the Gen
sympathy end good will,

the little children now left fetherless end motherless. God grant that they

may be 88 pure in their

? Officors of the Desoret Sunday School Union
. . Geseral Seperintendent
GEORGE REYNOLDS .,  First Awt. General Saperistenden:

DAVID O. McEAY . Seeond Asst. Genersl Seperistendcni

== Deseret Sunday School

Jueoeph F. mith Sohs F. Beanent Joslah Burrews
Geoege Reyaolds Joba M. Mills* Wa. A. Mensa

d O. McKay Wiliiam D, Owen  Morace 5. Emiga
W, Summerhaye Seymour B, Young  Stcphen L. Richards
W. Richards  Gesrge D. Pypas Haury H. Relopp
Prancis M. Lyman  Hear) Petznnon Mareld G. Reymolds
Heber 3. Goant Asnthos H. Land John Henry Smith
Hugh ). Cannen Sohe R, Winder Charles B. Felt
Asdrew Kimball Somes K. Talmage  George H. Wallace
‘Jomes W, Ure Gesrge M. Cannon  Howard R. Driggs

OFFICE OF THL
General Becreiary

EAST SOUTH TEMPLFE

STREET U ” Z.o 7 2

e ———

Salt Lake City, Utah, June 11th, 1909

Farr West, Utah

bereavement. In the death of your son and brother,

broad, snd we know that for lsbors well performsd he

eral Sunday School Union Board, we extend to you.our
May our Fether in Heaven be indeed a kind Father to

lives and as faithful to their trusts as their father,

Fespectfully ) .

Your brethren in the Gospel

“encral .".uperintondcncy | l
of funday Sohoolcs. ?
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Finding the Letter , by Delbert V. Groberg:

The interest and attention given by Church leaders to the
members is remarkKable. FAther was stake superintendent of the.
Sunday Schools in the Bingham Stake at the time of his death in
1909. s .o

As a child ! heard Grandma Groberg tell about a letter
Grandpa had received from the prophet, The thing about the letter
that Grandma thought, was special was that President Joseph F.
Smith addressed him as Elder John Groberg; and though Grandpa had
not remained active in the Church, Grandma said he thought it was
significant that the prophet called him Elder.

Years after my grandparents’ death and being anxious to see
the letter Grandma had mentioned, I searched through the contents
of an old trunk where 1 found the letter. It was in the envelope
it was mailed in, and it was truly addressed Elder John Groberg. I
was happy to find the letter, but tears filled my eves as I read
the letter and pondered the great love and concern the prophet and
his close associates had for the members and their families. They
Knew about Father’s work in Idaho, and they Knew and cared about
us, . -

/
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' Charles and Ellen, and the mother's hand tells of the bimth, L

Iy 7

/»/9/55

Twice John Enoch recorded his baptisa in his faally's ‘
recoxd. moﬁrctinandhhc'hoekcmbwggtckidoplaw
den 2 julle.” This in a boyish pencil band.

The second by a mature hand, - - '
. JlehﬁMMs!,lﬂBleomm :
oconferned the sane day by 0. F. Thomas.” .
Othurntriuonthhm-hnhpu-sdlm.

blessing, and death of her “datter,” Anma Matilda. (
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As 2 boy John Enoch wrote this verse in the family records.
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Weber Stake Acadeamy minutes for June 7. 1895.

" report the regular Thursday fast and testimony meeting. Among
those baring testimonies was 2 soecond-year student to be
graduated in commenceanent amercises the folloving woek,

John Grobcg

%‘7/

Nr. John K. Groborg. 19, was speaker representing the
physics class for the Weber Stake Acadeay's 1895 commencement
progran of practical work., With Miss Ida Farley, he presented
a reading, "Sir Peter and lady Teasal,” at the entertainment. -
John was an active participani-ia his graduation frea the two-

JOAr course. [ 5. /mg%,n b’“‘"’ﬂl)
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Programme.

"

UWednesdap, 2 P.m., at Mcademp Building.

— 01—

“Bing, O Heavens,  u.coeecatcasasssarocaons Choir
Invocation.....cccoeetrcaansseaees Elias Peternon
Theology, A .coceveers svonns Mr. George Ritchie
Theology, B cccvvevieanienans Mr. Willard Splers
BOM0..cecerararanicaisoacsanae Miss Ray Woodcock
Science of Numbers....... Miss Janet McFarland
HIStory..civeveess rerasornanees Mr. Thomas Cook
Science of Language..... .... Mies Luella Ferrin
Recitation..... eeeeneeeesanans Miss SBusie Becraft
Physico..coveureerneaans.e. Mr. John E, Groberg
“B¢lence oI Accounts.......... Mr. Peter Peterson
Duet.......... Miuses 1da Farley and May Driver
Physical Geography............ Miss May Walton &
Civil Government............ Mr. Lester Scoville 2
EBBAY.ccovnrra-nrosoans sosnssce Miss Cora Wilson
Quartette, s“Woman's Rights,“...........

Misses Maud Carver. Eather Harria,, Masters
Samuel Glasgow. Wilford Madson.

Programme.

Thursdap Evening, June 13, 5tb TAd. Institute

—t0t—

“8inyr Ye Jehovah's Pralves,"..... Academy Choir

Invocation....ceeviveearcanncnans Mr. John Wintle
Essay, ‘‘Our l_f‘ut_ure," ....... Miss Letitia Herrick
Presentation of Certilicates to Graduates
.............................. By the Teatchers
*The Student and the Teacher.".........
........................ Mr. George E. Ferrin
o The Ba.nner of Light,” ‘
Miss Ariadna A. Moench....... Editor §:
Mr. Lester Bcoville. Associate Editor
B0l . eerenreannseecsssaneionns Miss Janie Fowler
“The Rising of 1376,"............ Elocutlon Clui
¢ “SirPeter and Lady Teasel™............. A
........ Mr. Jobho E. Groberg, Miss Ida Farlev

Ogden Quartette., Messrs. Henry Ware, Orson
Grittin, Ed. Tout and Egbert Anderson.

Elocution..cceeeceresrananannaest Mr. (& P. Ferrin “Ludwigr'v Love." (Violin accompaniment)
Physiology...cocove cusees Mr. D: R. Wheelwright tereeeeesesereansansessesss . Miss Ruth Moench
8010, .0 vnnennnacesiesnnnaanes Miss Nannie Tout Duet Mr. C. P. Ferrin, Miss Li
Y'Y 2 Duet........Mr. 3. s uella Ferrin
sunday Bchool...... e Mr. Emest Brown OVerture.....cseva......Maccabee Mandolin Club
Essay, “Our School.”...... .\Mm; Meda McQuarrie
Recitation (Comic)..........0 Mr. Joseph Belnap
StatiBtiCs..coeerenrceeresessoensMr. John Wintle
Quartette—Misses Luella Ferrin, Mary McBride. o0 R A
Menery. C. P. Ferrin. Alexander Morrixon, . 3 €3S .
Representative Graduatex limited to from ]
3 to5 minutes each.
] 3
s 1 y
— ‘ ———
- o snrns sk 3 rmnﬂu

@ranb 1Re¥uni0n Darty,

Pavilion, Sester Square,

* Friday Evening, June' 14, 8 p-m.
Gonoarali ...

All past membern of ‘the wchool are cor-
dlally tavited, ' o

Speocial:—® :
A2t Lot
The students of t.he Academy rewpectfully

wolicit the presence uf yourvelf and ladiew at the
above Grand Re-union Party.

— e S P I s

Full Orchestra. Tickets 50 cts.

e —— b S+

1ce Cream Served at Pavilion. "

B e R oy ey
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. ¢ommencement Exerctses }

roeaienialrs

..o....mgbgg STeE

CRABIALRILRI DICHIN I ILYAN F NP uN PP S0,

-1 11895. t -
——
Practicaf w ork:
June 12, Wednesday, 2 p.m,, Academy.

-—

Entertninment: .

June 13. Thursday, 7:30 p.m, Fifth Ward
Institute.

Grand Re-vnion Party:

June 14, Friday. 8 p.m., Pavilion, Lester ",
: Squere. ;
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Leaves from John Enoch's missionary jourmal: "Day Book
//M»’/VI— 414—/ /rr/;«/ ol ey

{ Comittne ol from June 3rd 1898 untill May 9th 1899. Kept by J. E. Groberg
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- Above: Swedish Saints

Below: Swedish Missionaries. John Enoch 2nd row

Taken by James Bourn at Gotebore.

y 3rd from right. !
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One of John E. Groberg's students who satisfactorily
completed the first eight grades of the public schools of
Weber County, Utah, was Ellen Groberg, his sister. The
certificate dated in June, 1901, is signed by John E. Groberg,
Principel, and ¥, B, Wilson, county superintendent. It is &
large certificate with a ribbon in the upper left corner. For
many this graduation was the end of their formal schooling.

J. E. Groberg kept records at Farr West School, which
show there were two teachers and 53 students that term,
Nov. to January 1895-96. It tells subjects taught. Notice
student No. 50 is Chas. A. Croberg, young btrother of John hmch.
John Anderson, another boy who lived with the Groberg faaily,
was also enrolled. Vhat degree of respect would abide both at
home and at school? (Rqe éo)
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Above: John Enoch in his study.
Below: LeRoi is the baby in front of Ogden home of John Enoch

and Maude in Lynne Ward.:
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The letter indicated his good spirit. The complete text is typed
below. A copy of the beginning and end in his handwriting 1s shown.

Farr West, Utah
Kar &4, 09 : /

Dear Sister Ellen,

We arrived home all safe and well Tuesday evening. The
train arrived at Hot Springs at 5:06 p.m. and when got off we
saw father coming down by the other track; so by the time we
got our baggage he'was there and we were soon seated in the
buggy and away for home. It seemed so nice to ride along the
road and see the grass starting to grow by the wayside.
Thursday was a perfect summer day here but since then it's
been cloudy and rainy and little but the weather is warm and
there isn't even a frost at night. Well you can imagine how

) o glad the folks were to see us. Delbert he went up to his
67——’1 ' ;f—i)_/"j/ . [ = grandma and sald just as plain as could be “God day god day,
ey ?/f/' <A e L hur mir du I day," and LeRoi said the same to Grandpa, -and
-‘//7)?/7-?/"'//./ -5

they were so gurprised they didn't know what to think.

¥Well the boys are just having a glorious time and so is Grandpa.
Yesterday I just rested and took it easy all day. Today I

feel quite rested up and feel more like moving around. I've
talked with Jenne twice over the phone and told her all

about your fine baby and how nice you were getting along.

0f course that was the first thing I had to tell Lother about
too and she was so glad to hear that all was well with you.
They all send their best love to you all and a kiss for the
baby. Jennle is coming over next Sat. sd I get to see her

/AwM”¢}7QMﬂm%
family then. Accept the best love from us all.

C—/Mﬂl [Q:, 571/1:/'-11-\'-‘" Xa Z’?CLM/I
' Your dear brother

R L € &6 - /‘ VLT, / l%)," > A1 {74 . ' John Enoch
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Johnkochandhhboynrctnmodtoltrrh-tuvhit _ : f .
his parents in 1909, nearly a year after Maud had died. He - S
wrote a letter back to Ellen living in his home in Idaho Falls
with her husband Albert and their badby, Eva. He mailed the
letter in Ogden, March 5, 6 a.n., and it was received in Idaho
Falls at 9 p.a. John, who revealeZ a good spirit, would die
Just three months later. 74
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LeRoi Brunt Groberg and Nellie Lee Groberg
by Boyd LeRoi Groberg {son)

. My father, LeRoi Brunt Groberg, was born in Ogden, Utah on
October 10, 1903 to John Enoch and Maude Elizabeth Brunt Groberg.
My father‘s mother died shortly after giving birth to her only
daughter, Maude in 1908, His father died a year later. My father
and his brother, Delbert, lived with Aunt Ellen and Uncle Albert
and eventually moved to Farr West where they were raised by Uncle
Charles and Aunt Mattie Groberg. His sister, Maude, lived with her
grandmother in Idaho Falls, Idaho and in Salt Lake City, Utah.

' My mother, Nellie Lee, was born in Rigby, Idaho on May 28,
1906 to Hyrum and Eliza Savina Farnsworth Lee. She was raised on
the family farm in Lewisville near Rigby. She had three brothers
and three sisters. After schooling, Mom attended Ricks College
where she met LeRoi. She was a school teacher in Rigby for two
years.

In 1922 my Dad was called on a mission for the LDS church in
the north central mission field, primarily North Dakota. During
his mission, he gained a respect and understanding for the
American Indians that he maintained all of his life. Upon dad’s
return from the mission field, he attended college at Brigham
Young University and Ricks College in Rexburg, ldaho.

Mom and dad were married on January 1, 1929, It was a custom
in the Idaho school system at that time to not employ married
female school teachers, and mom and dad’s marriage was not
announced until it was solemnized in the LDS Tempie on June 12,
1929,

Upon graduation from Brigham Young University, my father
began employment with the seminary system of the LDS church, a job
he was to retain throughout his life. During World War 11, he was
also employed as a defense worker. He worked as a carpenter and’
helped in the building of Camp Kearns, which is now Kearns, Utah.

Dad’s first assignment as a seminary teacher was to establish
the first seminary in Wayne County, Utah. Mom and dad moved to
Bicknell, Utah in 1929. They loved to explore the National Parks
and Red Rocks country in Wayne County, and really enjoyed the five
vears they spent on this assignment. I was born in Bicknell on
January 27, 1933, I recently travelled to Bicknell and had
conversations with some of dad’s students and neighbors. All
expressed high respect for mom and dad.

‘ In 1934, we were transferred to Fillimore, Utah. My sister,

' Phyllis was born on April 14, 1935, During this period, mom and
dad moved to New York City where dad worked on his doctorate in
theology at Cotumbia University. Unfortunately, mother developed
complications from an appendectomy, and dad cut short his doctoral
education and returned with mom to Utah. While my parents were in
New York, Phyllis and I stayed with Grandma and Grandpa Lee on
their farm in Idaho.

In 1938, the seminary system transferred dad to Salt lake
City to teach seminary at Granite High Schocl, where he later
became principal. In Salt Lake City we first lived in the Parley’s
area and later purchased a home on 33rd South. My sister Karen was
born there on March 12, 1942, Shortly before the end of World War
11, we moved to East Mill Creek. My father continued teaching at
Granite High School and later at7glympus High Seminary. During

this period, both mom and da held various positions in the East
Mill Creek Ward.

Mom and dad both enjoyed gardening and took great pride in
their flowers in the yard on East Mill Creek. They travelled all
over the West, mostly to see famous gardens, such as Buchart /
Gardens in Canada. 1 have always felt that their property on the
banks of the East Mill Creek was as beautiful as any residential
area in this part of the country.

My parents loved to travel and they and Karen spent the
summer in Europe in 1940. Dad retired from the seminary system in

1948, but did not have much time to enjoy retirement. In mid-1949, ~

dad developed adrenal cancer and passed away June 10, 1970.

Prior to dad‘s death,, he had purchased around-the-world
tickets for mom and himself. My two sisters and I encouraged mom
to complete this trip with a friend from the Relief Society.
During mom’s trip, 1 was surprised to find that she staved in some
of the same hotels in the Orient that I was billeted in during the
Korean War. Mom spent many Christmases visiting Phyilis and her
family in San Anselmo, California. She also visited with my family
in Denver,

In 1982, Mother was diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosis (Lou Gehrig’s Disease). Mom never wanted to burden her
children in her later years and it was with great reluctance that
she agreed to live with me and my family in Ogden, Utah. She
seemed to enjoy her last year with us. Mom passed away from
complications of ALS while visiting Phyllis in San Francisco at
Christmas time in 1983.° ;

i
i
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Uncle Roi, by Mary Jane Groberg Fritzen

My memories of Uncle Roi are particularly in Salt Lake in the.
1940s. 1 remember how he helped me in the genealogy library there.
I remember studying with him in the County Library when I was a
school teacher. Usually when people recognized my name it was
because they had taken seminary from Brother Groberg, and I felt
they respected him. Once when I wanted to have a party with slides
I asked to borrow his slide projector. This was in 1944-7; and he
brought it to me in Granger, where I then lived. Aunt Maude said
when he died that she missed him greatly as he had been her best

- friend. He died the day after I was married, so I could not attend

the funeral, but admired hima

i

Some autobiographical wrifings‘bf‘LeRoi

Early‘teaching backfires. My earliest recollection goes back

to Idaho Falls, to the little house on "H" street. It was in the
front room. 1t seems that a man sStopped in and was making somewhat
of a fuss over me, a youngster on the floor. I drew back, but he
continued to talk to me, asking, "Don“t you like me?" My reply
charged the atmosphere of that home as if it had been struck with
lightning., "You are a bad manj you drink." Though I must not have

been more than three vears old at the time, I shall never forget
: 79



the astonishment that followed that remark. Everyone looked
embarrassed. My folks whisked me off to bed. I do not Know who the
man was, nor what explanation was made. I have never heard anyone
mention the situation. But I recall that after “the man® was gone
there was some serious discussion in the home. I was chastened.
Hereafter 1 must not offend people no matter what they do.

Mother’s death. I recall the casket being up against what
now seems to be a north wall. Folks were in the house. Everyone
was sad, Someone lifted me up to 1ook at my mother. 1 looked but
she appeared asleep and peaceful. I did not cry. Then they took
her to the cemetery. (I don‘t recall ever going to the Church.)
There was a crowd again and the flowers were all around. Finally
they let the casket down into the ground. It went slowly into the
ground. I started to cry. 1 tied to follow the casket. Someone
held me. I struggled and got away. On my Knees at the side of the

grave, scrambling for the lowering white box, I was again stopped. °

Someone took me in their arms, held me close. "Poor child, poor
child," I heard them say. I was four years old.

Boyish admiration. (See after chapter, John Enoch Groberg.)

Father’s last words. Delbert and I were together outside.
Father was in the large northeast room. His bed was up against the
window (seems like the east window). We were called in. He wanted
to talk to us. I remember that he couldn’t come out on the porch
now. He was very sick. The little red car belonging to Dr.
Robinson had come out several times. He had even given us a ride
in it, and we Knew what it meant to see that car. Today they had
called the doctor again but the red car was not there yet. We went
in. Father had us come up close. He reached out his arms as though
he would give us a blessing. He rested his hand on my head in an
affectionate gesture. He talked to us. I don‘t remember all that
he said. But 1 shall never forget his last words. Above everything
else, "Be good boys. Be good boys." (I think he said it twice, but
I“m not quite sure. It has been running through my head ever
since. And it could be the repetition in my own mind that I
recall.) This single incident has been the most formative in my
life. On innumerable occasions that final request has been a
bulwark for me.

It is my sincerest hope that some day, in a better world,
when 1 have the rich opportunity of meeting my good father face to
face, that in some measure I shall have met this one last reguest;

I hope he can say that I have been, to his satisfaction, a good
boy.

The Man. Father’s life was cut short. No one could possibly
tell what he would have accomplished had he been permitted to live
a normal life span. This much is Known, he made very good use of
the time that he did have allotted to him here on the earth. That
is quite -remarKable in itself. While it is well Known that the
foundation for one‘s life is set in his early years, it is also
well understood that most young people have a terrific struggle
with themselves trying to make sense out of the mixed-up drives
and aspirations that they have. Most of these eventually come back

to the course of their early training in some way or another; few
80

would say that the years in between have been wasted, but all
stand in admiratino for the one in a hundred who can steer
straight and strong through those years of unrest and never miss
the main course on which he set out. Such a one was my father.

It has been said, "Mastery over self is the primary concern
of morality.” This is a great truth., A few learn it early and some
learn it late, but very few there be that realy achieve what it
implies. Here father was strong. Recall, when he was in school,
each of his friends stressed his ability to stay with the work at
hand and not be diverted by “a 1ot of nonsense" 1iKe the rest. He
was determined to get all he could out of those years and would

not let present desires or difficulties interfere. One might even B

think that deep down he had an understandlng that his time was
short and that he must not waste any of it.

Nell, LeRoi

Entrance to home on East Mill Creek, Salt Lake City
81.
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LeRoi's homes | Our Homes (photos by Boyd)

The Lee family farm in Lewisville
(Rigby), Idaho. Mom was born here
in 1906 and lived here until 1929

les & Aunt Mattie's '
Uncle Charles when she married my father. v :

home in Farr West, Utah. My
father lived here with his brother
Delbert during his childhood.
(pictured in preceding chapter)

Other homes before Farr West

"were in Lynne Ward, Ogden, where
father was born; (pictured earlier
in this book), and 599 "H" Street,
Idaho Falls before his parents died.

My parents home in Bicknell, Ui
from 1929 to 1934, I was born
here in 1933. This house has
recently undergone extensive
remodeling.

BTN T

Dad's first assignment in the
Seminary system. This building

has now been restored and is an

historical site in Bicknell,
Utah,

399 "H" Street, ldaho Falls, Idaho
"The home of John Enoch and Maud Elizabeth Brunt Groberg,

where Delbert V. Groberg was born, where Maude Elizabeth Groberg
was born, where Maud E. Brunt Groberg died T
anmd where Eva Crowther was born. 2
It is also where the modern English condo cottages

are now being built, as a fitting honor

to Elizabeth Susan Burnett Brunt and her descendants.

These descendants now number enough

for a ward about ready to be divided.
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s and Dad's home in Tooele,

Mom

s and Dad's pride and joy...

our family home on East Mill Creek
in southeast Salt Lake City.

Mom

|s£
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Recently this home has been turned

Mom and Dad's home in the Parley!
into a commercial business.

area of Salt Lake City, 1939.
Salt Lake City, from 1940 to 1944,

Our home on East 33rd South
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Boyd and Anp

LeRoi Brunt Groberg
Youth Memories by Delbert V. Groberg

The very first memory 1 have of my older brother LeRoi
was when he and 1 were in father’s bedroom in the old Groberg home
at Farr West at the time father died, August 1909. Father had
given us his last counsel, "Be good boys." 1 didn’t realy Know all
that was happening, but I knew 1 had a-big brother to cling to and
1 felt very secure. I remember the expressions of grief and
sadness by the older folks who gathered around, but I didn’t feel
sorry for myself because LeRoi, was with me, and he would always be
close, so I could hold on to him.

This closeness and this real holding-on lasted for many
vears., 1 expect LeRoi may have wondered at timeg if he would ever
be able to be free to just have his own friends his own age, and
not always have a little brother with him all the time. If he ever
had concerns about this, he never showed it, for I felt he was
pleased and grateful for me and enjoyed having me with him just as
I enjoyed being with him,

One experience that I recall qu:te clearly was our moving
from Slaterville where we had been living with Aunt Ellen and
Uncle Albert, to Farr West, where we were to.live with Aunt Mattie
and Uncle Charlie and Grandma and Grandpa Groberg. LeRoi and I
unloaded from the horse and buggy in front of the big house. LeRoi
was six and 1 was four. He knew we were making a major move, but I
thought it was just a trip--we had made trips before to see
Grandpa and Grandma Groberg, and 1 felt real close to them. As a
means of saving me the shock and upset of seeing Aunt Ellen and
Uncle Albert drive away and leave us, LeRoi /let me go clear over
to the school ‘land, nearly half a mile from’ the home, to see if I
could find grandpa, who was there irrigating. I remember how
excited and Kind of scared 1 was as LeRoi headed me down the lane.
I figured 1 was being trusted to do something on my own that was
very strange. . . . I was so happy to find grandpa and 1 was sure
he was thrilled to see me because he picked me up and Kissed me
and said 1 had frightened him because when he heard me coming he
thought it was a pony that had broken loose and come running down
the lane. LeRoi‘s plan worked. 1 was completely invelved in other
interests and didn’t even Know when Aunt Ellen and Uncle Albert
left. Anyway LeRoi and I were still together, and Grandpa and 1
would be good pals.. o

As 1 have looked back on this I am amazed at how much

.more advanced LeRoi was compared to me. This being more gorwn up

and more serious and responsible has been a characteristic I

" realized was always a part of my big brother. . . . He always made

me feel important and capable and equal. He was my constant friend
all during the tender years. He,wob]dn’t stay after school to play
with the other Kids but would come home, often all alone, to play
with me, and 1 was always waiting or going up the road to meet
him. B

As we lived together on the farm, at Farr West from 1910,
when Roi was six and 1 was four, until he left for his mission at
age 18 and I was 14 in 1922, we weré as close as any two brothers
could be.

A sad, difficult experience occurred one day when 1 saw
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LeRoi coming home from school early, when I was five. I always
watched for him. This time as I ran to meet him, he tried to avoid
me and didn’t let me take his lunch pail. I was really puzzled and
concerned. He told me he had come home because he had the old
chickenpox, and that he didn‘t want me to get it. 1 did get it
too, and thought it was well worth it to have LeRoi home. We were
quaranteened and the sign on the house was a signal to others not
to come to our place. We didn’t need others. We had a good time by
ourselves. 1 can still see how hopefully LeRci tried to protect me
agaunst anything he thought would be unpleasant.

There were two big black-walnut trees right in the yard.
1 don‘t believe there was ever a time when we didn’t have a supply
of nuts to husk, to crack and to eat. I remember the walnut stain
we had on our fingers. This was a badge of our interest in
preparing and enjoying the plentiful supply of these delicious
- nuts., We had a special store up in the attic over our bedroom

where we Kept nuts for winter time, just like squirrels. Aunt

Mattie used nuts for nut cookies and nut bread, and 1 was amazed
at how much stick-to-itiveness LeRoi had, to prepare a whole big
cupfull of the nut meat. I used to try to help, but it was hard
for me to have any left over after I had served myself. We had a
short section of railroad track that served as a nut cracking
block, and with a hammer we had a well-equipped walnut cracking
shop.

Milking cows was a job for us twice every day. Because
LeRoi was older and bigger than me, he was privileged to start
milking the cows. I would watch him and wish I could milK, 1
remember once he told me I ought to be glad I was too little to
milk because it really wasn’t too much fun. 1 coaxed to try, and
LeRoi let me stand by him and lean down and squirt the milk. The
cow could tell 1 was not doing the milking right. She Kicked the
milk pail over and switched me in the face with her tail. LeRoi
said, "Let that be a lesson to you. Now you can go without milk -
today, and wait until the cows Know you are big enough before you
try to milk again.” A restriction was put on me that I couldn’t
even go into the milking shed while the cows were being milked
because 1 seemed to disturb the cows so they wanted to Kick and

switch. 1 told LeRoi it seemed strange to me that the cows behaved

so good for him and Uncle Charlie, and were so bad for me. He said
1 was just too little and my hands tickled the cows and reminded
them of a pesky horse fly. So the cows switched their tails and
kicked when I came around them just like they did to get rid of
“pesky flies.

Instead of making me feel bad and useless, LeRoi let me
give milk to the cats and dog. After the milk was separated, I
would also give skimmed milk to the calves. The calves would get
so excited they would tip the bucket over and spill their milk.
LeRoi told me, the calves were like me, too young to Know how to
handie milk.

WQhen I started school LeRoi explained to me that it was -
serious business and I must not just fool around like some of the
kids did. 1 wanted my big brother to be happy with me and 1
remember I told him the boys that were quiet and paid attention
really didn’t have any fun. He told me recess was the time to play
and have fun. He really helped me enjoy school, especially recess.
L eRoi looked after me with the care of a guardian angel,

~
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and 1 was always grateful to him even when he corrected me.

When LeRoi was called on his mission, I was so thrilled
and excited, I couldn’t figure why he was so calm and steady. He
shared his mission by regular letters and pictures, etc., with me
in such a meaningful way, that I Knew all his companions and all
the places and many of the Saints. LeRoi had a special mission’/to
the Western States. He admired Pres. John M. Knight, his mmission
president, so SIncerely that 1 felt he was one of the greatest men
in the Church.

1 guess the part of LeRoi’s mission that impressed me
most was the time he spent on the Indian reservation in North
Dakota. He had a genuine interest in the Indians, and he filled me~
with a love and concern for them, that has been ltasting. If LeRoi
had ever complained or wondered about the wisdom of his being sent
to the Lamanite people, I likely would have been concerned, but he
was just happy and thrilled to help them.To me the Indians were
very fortunate to have LeRoi there to patiently teach them and
influence them to become independent and useful. I thought LeRoi
had developed the tender love and Kindness in caring for me and
training me, that qualified him to be a great blessing to all he
worked with. 1\ used to think and say, "LeRoi can do almost
anything better than anyone else I Know."

(Feb. 14, 1978 _~°

Kenneth Neeleyi -
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Grandpa and Grandma Groberg.

Father was in bed in the big front room. I can see the scene
quite clearly. Father had asked that we be brought into him.
Someone--1 think it was Grandpa--held us up to father. He Kissed
each of us and in a soft voice said, "Be good boys," and we were
taken out. I have the recollection of Dr. Clark meeting us out in
the driveway in front of the house. It may not have been right as
we left Father, but whether it was a Tittle while later or

immediately, Dr.Clark said he would like to take us for a ride in
his automobile. We got in and he drove us down the road to the
Utah Hot Springs. 1 held on to LeRoi and we felt it was special
for the doctor to be so thoughtful.

My memory is quite clear on several events and scenes from
then on, but I have no clear memory of events before thatj for
instance I don’t remember how we traveled from Idaho Falls to Farr
West, My first clear picture and event that I remember is of LeRoi

~and me in the bedroom with father and hearing him say, "Be good
boys," and Kissing each of us,

1 remember many people coming to the house and I stayed close
to LeRoi. We were on the porch and I recall the black horse-drawn
carriages driving out of the driveway. 1 have wondered if we
stayed right there and did not go to the funeral, as I remember
the carriages all going and don‘t remember getting inte a
carriage, and I don’t remember anything about the funeral.

There were just single flashes of scenes from then on, but no
clear on-going memory until I was brought by Aunt Ellen and Uncle
Albert from their home in Slaterville to the Farr West home of
Grandpa and Grandma Groberg. That was in the summer of 1910 and I
was four years old. I remember getting ready for the trip and the
ride and the arrival, I ran right to Grandma and asked where
Grandpa was. Grandma said he was down the lane on the school land.
I.knew right where that was and said I would go there and find
him. I felt right at home with him and he acted so surprised when
he saw me and said he thought it was a little pony running up the

.Yane. He had a shovel and was irrigating. In a little while we
walked back to the house. It was only a little wayrs.

We settled right then and there. I thought Aunt Mattie was
very beautiful and Uncle Charlie was handsome. There was some
question in my mind just where we all fit in, with Grandma and -«
Grandpa and Uncle Charlie and Aunt Mattie and LeRoi and me, when
Aunt Ellen and Uncle Albert left. There were six of us, and it was
arranged that we would have a room in the big house and tive with

"Uncle Charlie and Aunt Mattie. The move and the adjustment were so
easy and natural for me that I don’t recall any feeling except
being grateful and happy to be with Uncle Charlie and Aunt Mattie
and close to Grandpa and Grandma.
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Lovin grandparents, aunts and uncles, e5pec1a1]y Aunt
Mattie and Uncle Charley, became our foster parents. Uncle Joe
Brunt, Mother’s brother, was our official guardian, A large circle
of loued ones became our expanded family, who often reminded us of
how beautiful and IDUIng, tender and young mother was when she
gave her life for us. They described the glorious place Heaven was
and the importance of the Lord’s work there, even more important
than here for these special parents. As 1 pondered with heart and
uncluttered mind, I felt close to heaven and to my parents.
Climbing a sma]] apple tree 1 could nearly reach up and touch

"them. When 1 was good and helpful to those about me, it made my

parents also happy. Every year LeRoi, Maude and 1 had reunions
either in Idaho Falls or in Ogden. When Maude was little, Grandma
Brunt would say to us, "Mind Maudie," meanlng, watch her, take
care of her.

By the time 1 was six years o]d 1 was so convinced of the
close communication of Heaven to Earth that I easily accepted the
account of the First Vision and visit of the Angel Morbni to the

. Prophet Joseph Smith. Grandma would read the Book of Mormon to me

and tell me about the Prophet before school.

Grandma told me about a letter from the Prophet Joseph F.
Smith to Grandpa, expressing the love and blessing of the General
Sunday School superintendency for us when our father died. After
the death of Grandma and Grandpa, 1 found the letter in an old
family trunk. As 1 read the letter praying that Heaven should be
indeed Kind to the three little children who were fatherless and
motherless, I shed tears of gratitude that their prarvers had been
heard and answered. (See letter /in preceding chapter.)

I alwavs felt Father had something to do with President
McKav ordaining me a High Priest and setting-me apart as a member.
of the bishopric in the ward where I was born. That was the year -
we were married. (It is the same area where we live as President
and Matron of the Temple.) Some years later as we had dinner with
our stake president and with Presndent McKay who was our stake
conference visitor, President McKay looked across the table at me,
then smiled and said: "You look like your father."

Father was fluent in Swedish. I wish I had learned to
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speak Swedish. Grandpa and Grandma Groberg spoke Swedish. Grandma
was proud to tell how Grandpa and her son had been missionaries to
Sweden. Grandma and Grandpa lived next door to us in the same
yvard.

Some memories of work on the farm are of finding eggs in
the bushes or else eggs hatched. We took the cows to pasture with
the dog named 01d BGuess. After old Guess encountered a porcupine
he disappeared, but Uncle Charlie said the dog was a hero to save
the chicKkens. We used to milK cows and do general farm work--hay,
beets, potatoes, irrigating, feeding stock. After we were aged ten
to twelve we were farmhands. 1 exhibited some of my best potatoes
at the county fair; but they were not given a prize. 1 was
disappointed, but someone encouraged me to enter them in the 'state
fair anyway. 1 did, and received First Place.

1 attended school at the church at Farr West, then
Weber high School. When Weber became a Church college 1 went to
Ogden High School, a big change; 1 graduated there in 1925,

There followed in the succeeding years the meaningful
ordinances and ordinations and then a letter from President Grant
and a mission call to the Eastern States, a patriarchal blessing,
as dear and close to me as any revelations; a setting apart by
Elder Melvin J. Ballard, and a happy, close association in the
mission with President B. H. Roberts of the First Council of
Seventy.

Then home, to work, to school, to the temple with my
sweetheart. 1 had met Jennie Holbrook of Provo when I first
enrclled at BYU after my mission., We were both active in student
activities, particularly public service, public speakng,
dramatics, etc. Before our marriage Jennie taught school a year in
Ammon, near ldaho Falls,

When we were married in the Salt Lake Temple, June 11,
1930, President McKay, who was then a member of the Quorum of the
Twelve, had told us that he might not be able to be there, but had
given us the hope that he was going to do it if at all possible,-
and he would perform the ceremony. This was also noted on the
temple records, so as they called up the couples, they called
evervone else before they called us. As I recall, there were 44 or
47 other couples besides us who were being married, and Jennie and
1 had plenty of opportunity to see the beautiful scenery and think
a lot about this marriage. Finally they called, and President
Joseph Fielding Smith, who was then president of the Temple, said,
1 will perform the ceremony." So we were married by Elder Joseph
Fielding Smith,

Jennie’s father gave us a reception at Provo the next
day. Her Uncle Will Knight, her grandfather, President George H,
Brimhall, and President B. H. Roberts spoke. President Brimhall
told about Jennie being his secretary and how much he enjoyed
having her work for him. He gave us some suggestions, and in his

dw+ﬂ&fharacteristic manner of putting it into a few words he said:

"Remember these C’s, when you sail on the Sea of Matrimony:
Constant Courtship, Constant Confidence and Constant Compromise;
and if you will remember these three C’s, the Sea of Matrimony
will never get too rough." My Aunt Ciara Brunt, who was Aunt
Mattie’s sister; and BYU President Frankiin S. Harris also spoke.

* K % K X
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They moved to ldaho Falls} where their first child was -

born the next summer. Eleven children were born to them during the

next 21 years. Each of the seven sons was given the middle name of
Holbrook. As shown on the family group sheet, they are Mary Jane,

Julia Gay, John, David, Richard, Delbert, Joseph, Elizabeth,

Lewis, Gloria Jean, and George. They first lived in part of ,

Grandma
Street,
several
Church,
most to

Brunt‘s home. After Mary Jane was born, they moved to 4th
then to 10th Street, then to 12th Street, where they lived
years; then to Redbarn Lane. Jdennie played organ at :
and encouraged each of the children to play plano and

play a second instrument or sing.

Their first chlld to be married, Julia, chose the date of
August 17, 1954, the same ay their first son John would leave for
his mission training. A1l seven sons and one daughter filled.
missions, each to a different land. One daughter- in-law, and three
sons-in-law also served missions, representing the four quarters
of the earth. Three sons became mission presidents: John to Tonga,
Dee (Delbert H.) to Tokyo South Mission, and Joe to Peru .Lima
South. A

Each of their children ea‘ned a bachelor’s degree at
Brigham Young Unliversity, which lTater in 1989, honored Delbert
with their "Service to Family" award. By the tlme of their Golden
Wedding in 1980, Delbert and Jennie had 50 grandchildren. They
began signing thelr letters "Gr Gr Gr" (Grandma and Grandpa
Groberg) or else "Gr Gr Gr Gr." They organized their immediate
family into an organization in August, 1969, at their home, 2885
Redbarn Lane.

Churth service began for the newlyweds in the Idaho Falls
First Ward. Delbert served successively as Bunday School teacher,

~member of stake board,, member of stake superintendency, and then

counselor to the Bishop, when he was 24. Moving to the Second
Ward, and then to the Third Ward, he served in the bishoprics and
on the High Council, and as Bishop, serving in the Third Ward
bishopric for twelve years. He again served on the High Council of
the new South Idaho Falls Stake. He was called to be Stake
Patriarch and ordained by Elder Mark E. Petersen in June, 1955.

Jennie worked in all of the auxiliaries. She dedicated
her 1ife to rearing her children in the Gospel light, and found
Joy with them at home.

Delbert started selling insurance while in college, then
established himself in insurance in Idaho Falls in 1929, adding
eventually the related services of real estate, appraising,

" developing, and managing. He earned high recognition in his

profession and gave nationwide service. He studied appraising at
the University of Illinois, the University of Michigan, and the
University of Washington at Seattle, and also taught appraising
tourses.,

Besides forming the D V. Groberg Co. he also helped
organize KID radio, and served long vears on its board of
directors. He was also an orlglnal incorporator for the Bank of
Commerce in ldaho Falls,

Mis community service record is impressive. He served as
president of the Chamber of Commerce, the Kiwanis Club, on the
Teton Peaks Council of Boy Scouts of America. He was chairman of
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the Bonnevillie Commission for the Centennial of the Territory of
Idaho, 19€R, founder and chairman of the Bonnevilie Tricentennial
Commission (an optimistic outgrowth of the commission celebrating
the United States Bicentennial), and chairman of the active
Bonneville Commission for the Bicentennial of the United States
Constitution.

On 19 December 1939, Delbert recorded: "This morning I
had a thrill that comes once in a lifetime--1 attended the
services for the breaking of the ground for the construction of
the Temple at Idaho Falls. During the past three or four years it
has been my privilege, as a Realtor, to assist in buying nearly
all the lots in the Temple site. . . The grounds are very rough
now, but will be the most beautiful spot in the valley when
improved and landscaped.”

On October 25, 1975, Delbert V. Groberg was named
President of the Idaho Falls Temple, and Jennie the matron. Jennie
Joyfully recorded the following family history:

' "President Spencer W. Kimball, President Marion G. Romney
and President Haycock were overnight guests in our home at Redbarn
Lane. « . . What a hustle and bustlie went on in our home, and
outside as family members cleaned and fixed everything. The whole
thing was such a challenging, humbling and mmarvelous experience
that it is difficult to put it down in words. President Kimball
had suggested we have our family come, and they all came except

for Barry who was speaking in his stake conference in Wisconsin. .

"When we brought our special guests from the airport all
the family members were there. John and Jean had prepared two big
charts showing where our family had gone on missions and the
marriages, missions, children, in each family. We stil treasure
these two charts--the one with strings from home all around the
world to England, Finland, Tonga, Southern States, Peru, Japan,
Germany, Philippines, Indonesia, Brazil., John was in charge of
having all there, all shaking hands and visiting briefly with the
brethren. Then with President Kimball accompanying on the piano
and David conducting, all sang, "I Am a Child of God." President

Romney explained how Precident Kimball had changed one word in the

song from “teach me all that I must Kknow ," to "teach me all that
I must do ."

"President Kimball and President Romney sat on the
magnificent new couch Dee had remade for us, upholstered in
elaborate velvet of green and gold."

Almost all the adults of the family attended the big
meeting in the Temple at which Delbert was named president. The

"family aiso were present for the setting apart of Delbert and
Jennie to their positions. Delbert wrote in 1978:

"Our call to be President and Matron of the Idaho Falls
Temple has been such a fulfilling and challenging opportunity.
Work in the temple is made up of long, pleasant hours, and short
pleasant years. Temple work is named well, It is work, but it’s
work that has depth, that has meaning, that has purpose. It’s like
being able to view eternity from a window." (See poetry section.)

On April é, 1974, John was named to the First Quorum of
the Seventy, to give full-lifetime Church service. Delbert wrote:
“There are few thrills that come to parents that are more moving
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and more gratifying and require more soul searching than to be
invited by the Prophet to come into the temple and witness our
eon’s ordination to be a special witness with Keys, authority and
power to regulate and direct the work of the Lord in all the
world."”

Delbert has traveled much. He wrote to Joe in June, ,
19441 "Life has surely been thrilling, challenging, and exciting.
Mama and 1 have had some of the greatest joys that could ever come
to a couple. . . Mama made a trip to meet Mary at the completion
of her mission and visited Europe. '] made a trip down to New
Zealand and Australia at the completion of John‘s mission. Then I
made a trip to Heleinki and met Richard at the completion of his
mission and we toured. Then, just a year ago, Mama and I flew to-
Tokyo where we met Dee, and after visiting Japan for about ten
days, went on around the world visiting in various places and
seeing places of historical interest. In all we made about 42
stops. . . we spent some most interesting days in Leningrad and in
Moscow and attended the Bolshoi Ballet in Moscow." He also met Joe
in Peru and Lewis in the Philippines. They try to attend all the
weddings, hlessings of babiec, baptisme, missionary farewells,
homecoming, and yniversity graduations.

Upon retiring from the temple presidency, Delbert »
commenced writing with Mary Jane the history of the Idaho ﬁ§$T§
Temple. That beautiful history book was published in 1980~and is
available at bookstores and in some libraries. He and Jennie next
worked enthusiastically on a memorial room with gallery and
tibrary "in honor of George H. Brimhall, Jennie‘s grandfather, at
Brigham Young'University, This room in the remodeled Brimhall
Building wae dedicated April 4, 1988, in beautiful ceremonies,
attending by‘EYU Precident Jeffery Holland, whe spoke. Jennie has
been anxiously engaged in compiling her Grandpa Brimhalh’s works
into several volumes during her retirement. Jennie and Delbert
both have been members and officers of the BYU Emeritus Club.
Delhert received a distinctive award at BYU in October 198%. He
wrote about it in the following report. :

President Marion G. Romney and President Spencer W. Kimball
with the Grobergs, October 25, 1975

-
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As a missionary to Eastern
States under Pres., B. H.
Roberts, Delbert handed out
this notice of a meeting.

THE MESSAGE OF THE MISSION

“THE GOSPEL OF
THE CHRIST”

IN SERMON AND IN SONG
All Who Will Hear May Hear Freely

Elder B. H. ROBERTS

PRESIDENT OF THE EASTERN STATES MISSION
OF THE

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS

Will Be the Principal Speaker at Conference

ONE SESSION IN HUNTINGTON
At The Homrich Hall

9th Street Between Third and Fourth Avenue

Monday, Sept. 20 8 p.m. .

You Are Welcome 104 No Collections
' B T ——

age 19

‘Delbert on 2ist birthdéy, Feb. 14, 1927,

vCharIeston, W. V., wi th missionaries.
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Called to Eastern States Mission,

with Delmont White and Pres
Charles A, Callis

of Southern States
Misslon
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Bride and Groom
June 11, 1930

’/i,,,,/"' ‘
il ///‘zéq/ w
4 /ﬂf/’lﬂ(/l;ﬂ%‘rll/ 4/ ’lrloln ’Z]onhs Of ’Eﬁainmonn, /I/W/’///////l‘////
e m/mmm‘// . mm’//r./»wa./ // Yy St (//r // ok,
: Iﬁv—t Ve /// //f/mrr)//

o Ll 21, Vs o Josons B el g 1o v it

1 .
/um/y ?‘9. <7-q,w:_. ED,

Jennie and Delbert with all their.children and two grandchildren and
spouses of Julia and John
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The Flame that Stole Our Recreation Hall
by Delbert V. Groberg

Memories are not sufficient guards, 1 guess,
To Keep the watch throughout the night

And save from harm that old familiar hall
Where everything took place for many years.

Aroused by the crackling of burning walls,
My dozing memories awoKe and blincked

And let me live again some very happy hours
Where everything took place for many years.

1t seemed the passing time had packed my thoughts
And compressed them in a sealed compartment

Where they enjoyed seclusion if not confinement
Where everything took place for many years.

1 started school there in that bottom room;
So did many others, seemed JiKe everybody did.
1 wonder if the world was smaller then;

1t revolved around that place for many years.

It was there 1 started attending Sunday School and Religion

Class,

Dances, programs, games, shows and meetings.

Babies were named and funerals were held there.

There was nothing of importance that didn’t take place there
for many years. o .

e Z)/LM @M el %g/»u%fZe SE72L -

o 22 - AL B
%wf A

112

Latter-Day Saints Temple, Idaho Falls, Idaho
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The
Jdaho Falls Temple

The First LDS Temple in Idaho

Delbert V. Groberg

Vision — faith — and works |
march forward hand in hand,
fulfilling prophecy and hopes,
moving mountains of sand,
beautifying waste places for a site,
laying a cornerstone
designing,
erecting,
" opening and sharing
. _ a magnificent edifice . . .
then dedicating it to the Lord and to his
eternal purposes for all his children . . .

as this story of the Idaho Falls Temple unfolds.

It begins with the story of the growth of the
Church in the Upper Snake River Valley even
before the 1880's and ends with accounts of
temple events up to December 1984. With
tables, charts, official statements, chronology,
bibliography, etc. it should be a helpful refer-
ence book.

This history tells how spontaneous, un-
selfish community leaders —members and non-
members —joined in heralding a temple in
Idaho Falls — the first L.D.S. temple in Idaho. It
tells how they worked together to help bring it
to reality.

It records how the service and willing sacri-
fice of faithful workers of the past and of the
present make an on-going history that is but
briefly and partially told. Much more is written
in the hearts and memories of thousands who
have partaken of the sweet fruits of temple
service.

It tells of the administrations of Presidents
Smith, Killpack, Arave, Hart, Groberg, Harris
down to President Jones.

The reader should receive insight and truer
understanding about the temple as he reads and
ponders the Dedicatory Prayer —the central
message of the book.

' This history contains many pictures, some
historical, some beautiful colored scenes of both
the interior and exterior of the temple.

i The inspiration for the title of this book
came from the message given by President J.
Reuben Clark, Jr. at the Cornerstone Cere-
monies.

It is hoped this record, even with its limita-

tions, will help preserve many precious experi-

* ences and promises and give some inspiration to
) carry on.

— The Author.

1985
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MAUDE
ELIZABETH
-GROBERG
NEELEY

A SHORT LIFE SKETCH 3

Maude Elizabeth Groberg Neeley was born in Idaho Falls, Idaho
on April 30, 1908. She shared this birth date with her
maternal Grandmother. She always thought of herself a
birthday gift to her Grandmother, Elizabeth Susan Burnett

-~

Brunt. Her mother, Maude Brunt Groberg contracted and died of

infection due to childbirth, not an uncommon occurrence in
those days, just 8 days after little Maudie's birth.

Her Father, John Enoch Groberg, son of John Groberg and
Johanna Larson suffered from poor health. As we read his
mission journal we see his health was a constant trial. Most
of his ailments centered in his ears and throat. After his
wifes death, he willingly allowed his wife's mother to keep
the Baby in Idaho Falls and care for the new little girl. He
returned and rested and tried to heal his broken heart and
health at home in Far West Ogden. Here his loving parents and
married brothers and sisters helped him with his two little
boys aged four and six years, Delbert and LeRoi.

John Enoch Groberg did not heal. The young father of three,
John Enoch Groberg, departed this life just eight (8)foenths
after his young bride. ) /3

In their few short years together, this couple, John and
Maude, accomplished all that heaven requires of earth's life
experience. They found the gospel, were baptized, were
married in the Temple, bore children under the Covenant and
departed this life worthy of Heaven's richest blessings.

Maude Groberg Neeley was proud of her Groberg Heritage.
She gave her boys Groberg for their middle name.

She was raised in Idaho Falls by Her Grandmother and for a
short time it was hoped that her father would marry her
Mother's younger sister Violet. But death intervened. With
John's death Grandma Brunt became "Mama" to Maudie. When
asked in later years to whom she would run when at Heaven's -

gate she was greeted by both her Mother and Grandmother, the
answer was,"Mama!"

She loved being raised adjacent to her Brunt cousins and Aunts
and Uncles. She considers Opal Nixon the sister she never
had. But her most joyous mem?ﬁges of childhood were her

visits tb her brothers and Aunts and Uncles in Far West Ogden,
Utah. It was during those visits that she sensed FAMILY., To
this end FAMILY became the Mission statment of her life.

Through her early years she experienced the first world war,
the death of Pres. Joseph F. Smith, the Prophet, the death of
loved ones, especially cousin Virgil, and learned to know and
love her Heavenly Father. Her testimony came ‘easier as she
was so young. She saw and learned about life from her wise .~
and tested "™Mama." A missing parental generation of o
inexperience spared Maudie any mislearned lessons about
"life." The loss of her parents was never counted greater
than the blessing of being raised by her Grandmother.

She and Grandmother rented their house in 1922-23 and moved to
Salt Lake City where Maudie attended L.D.S. high school. It
was a pleasant arrangement as Mama worked in the S.L. Temple
and Maudie went Fo school.

MAUDE GROBERG L.D.S.
pP. 82 High
School

The "S" Book

1925. S.L.C., Utah

She attended Rick's college where she was so proud that her
Grandmother was able to board with her in her apartment in
Rexburg and provide the food and support necessary for her and
her brother LeRoi, who was also enrolled on campus.

-

.Maude Groberg 1926 LeRoy Groberg
RIXIDA
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While a student at Ricks College Maude met Kenneth Neeley.

She described him as a tall dark handsome boy who was acting
in the school play. The 1926 Rixida Yearbook Shows a few
photos of the play with Kenneth on stage. She was enamoured
as was he. Maude seems to be on every page, in every club and
really happy.

.

Maude Groberg 1926 Kenneth Neeley -
’ RIXTIDA ,

Kenneth and Maude were married in 1927. They quietly made
plans to drive to Salt Lake City and be married in the Temple.
There was no money for a big party or reception. The plans
called for no one to tell. It was the romance of surprise
which substituted for the gaity of the celebrations. .This
played hardest of all on the little grandmother. Imagine the
contradiction in her life, seeing her mission, the raising of
Maudie, coming to an end, and the happiness of the occasion.
And she could tell no one.

Maude and Kenneth Neeley gave birth to eight children.

They lived through the death of Maude's "Mama." The lived
through the death of Kennéth's parents. They were married for
twenty two years and they lived thru the depression of the
1920'S. They lived through business failures and successes.
They lived through measles, and chicken pox and many near
death illnesses with their children and themselves. Still
they kept the faith. The iron rod was visible through the
good times and the bad. ]

When Kenneth died in 1953 he was only 47 years old. He o
had damage to his heart from a scarlet fever he suffered in
his youth. The physicians said it was a miracle he had lived
the last 15 years of his life, with the scarring present at
autopsy. \

j

119

118




Maude was only 42 years old. She was given spifitual
strength. Only two daughers were married. A business was

needing to be managed. Six children at home were needing her

to exercise parental double duty. With the wise counsel of a
loving Bishop W. Jay Eldredge, Maude made the decision to sell
the business and proceed with the full time business of
FAMILY. It must not have been easy to forsake the option of
money in favor of family. But she did it without apparently
looking back. She would say that her family was her
stewardship, and rely on the Lord for all else.

When asked by a friend, how she survived the hardship years,
she replied, "We were blessed not to want things!" One of her
favorite sayings throughout her years was, "The rich rewards
of Heaven and Earth go to the strenuous struggler.".

Her prayers during those single parent years were to be
blessed so as to not do anything "irreparable" to her
children. She did not take seriously several suitors who came
her way. She always said she didn't want anyone to tell her
how to raise her kids. 1In the 1990 light of the social issue
of abuse common in many step parent relationships I choose to
think she was inspired and blessed with strength to "go it
alone."

Maude was so very appreciative of Lenore, Shirl and Family and

all those who helped her thru those years. She sold Kenneth's
business and was willing to give up worldly things for eternal
blessings. There is not one of us children who would tolerate
being on church welfare, after her example of hard work, study
and counted blessings to become independent. We know the .
blessing of being able to give, rather than receive. We feel
very correctly taught, in wanting to bless others lives, as we
saw others bless ours.

Maude attended a BYU education week with Delbert and Jenny
Groberg in 1960 after Marilyn was married. This class ,
stimulation made her hunger and thirst for more. Balancing
her fear of failure with her desire to learn she presented
herself to the University of Utah as a candidate for a
teaching degree.

Several of us were on campus with her. She was a missionary
Mom to David during her last school year. She overcame the
obstacle of grants, loans, cars, health and kids. She even
accepted freshman status with none of her Rick's credits being
transferable. Even her teaching experience was not given ‘
credit on her entering status.

From the bottom of the student ladder she worked herself up.
Class by class, test by test, paper by paper at age 54 she
started. Four years later, three reconstructive ear surgeries
later, one broken, mended and pinned hip later, she graduated
with a B.S. in Special Education with a teaching certificate
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in 1966. We were all so proud of her.

During_those student years she was a great mom. I remember
her being mostly concerned about Jon. She had sacrificed to
stay home with all her other children. She had been there for
us each day after school and at lunch and she wasn't going to
deny Jon the blessing of a Mother at home. Her wants and
desires and even her need for survival were subordinated to
the calling from the Lord she accepted of Mother. . . at Home.
However, she also felt inspired in her school ambitions and-
energy and was. able to balance her load once Jon entered High
School. What a testimony of love, sacrifice and devotion to
the Lord, by serving us. '

. During those years, Mother faced the pending "empty nest".
She loved Lynette and was so satisfied at her love for Jon.
No other girl had been so devoted to him. No other
girl had been so patient with his Mom. No other girl had
won his love so completely. Mom loved him so much and was
so sorry for him not having had a dad that she knew that only
Lynette could add balance where her love had over-compensated.
During these years.I can guarantee there was no irreparable
damage done to her kids. I can only facetiously submit that
all six of us in her care during those years have a great
reverence for education which we are teaching our children.
Each of the six of us has graduated from the University of
Utah or BYU. Jon has earned a Ph.D. from UCIA.

Voo
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Our family made a landmark purchase of a cabin in Island

Park, Idaho in 1972. Mother felt that all her troubles would
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Maude was only 42 years old. She was given spiritual
strength. Only two daughers were married. A business was
needing to be managed. Six children at home were needing her
to exercise parental double duty. With the wise counsel of a
'loving Bishop W. Jay Eldredge, Maude made the decision to sell
the business and proceed with the full time business of
FAMILY. It must not have been easy to forsake the option of
money in favor of family. But she did it without apparently
looking back. She would say that her family was her
stewardship, and rely on the Lord for all else.

first and foremost.

Delbert felt we should be grateful for aftér all the years Bf
separation, Kenneth now had his helpmate to help him with his
work of parenting through the veil. _He now had help to

inspire and teach and touch his children as only a loving
father can do.

How grateful we are for this heavenly vision of unified
arents loving and helping each other with the Lord's most
important work . . . FAMILY. '

When asked by a friend, how she survived the hardship years,

she replied, "We were blessed not to want things!" One of her i How grateful we are for our Mother and her Heritage of Faith.
favorite sayings throughout her years was, "The rich rewards L Although unknown to us or our Mother, her parents left a rich
of Heaven and Earth go to the strenuous struggler." ‘ heritage, which we humbly receive as the legacy it is. We, as
sons, daughters and grand children hold this birthright dear.
It binds us to her and her parents. This Heritage yokes us
together with love and obligation. To be faithful and worthy
of our parents and\participate in eternal family blessings for
eternity is our duty to which we will be held accountable.

Her prayers during those single parent years were to be
blessed so as to not do anything "irreparable" to her
children. She did not take serlously several suitors who came
her way. She always said she didn't want anyone to tell her
how to raise her kids. In the 1990 light of the social issue
of abuse common in many step parent relationships I choose to

think she was inspired and blessed with strength to "go it
alone."

-

Maude was so very appreciative of Lenore, Shirl and Family and
all those who helped her thru those years. She sold Kenneth's -

business and was willing to give up worldly things for eternal - Vo /
blessings. There is not one of us children who would tolerate ‘ ‘ !
being on church welfare, after her example of hard work, study ~ ’

and counted blessings to become independent. We know the

blessing of being able to give, rather than receive. We feel

very correctly taught, in wanting to bless others lives, as we
saw others bless ours.

Maude attended a BYU education week with Delbert and Jenny
Groberg in 1960 after Marilyn was married. This class f
stimulation made her hunger and thirst for more. Balancing . P
her fear of failure with her desire to learn she presented
herself to the University of Utah as a candidate for a w :
teaching degree.

Several of us were on campus with her. She was a missionary
Mom to David during her last school year. She overcame the
obstacle of grants, loans, cars, health and kids. She even .
accepted freshman status with none of her Rick's credits being
transferable. Even her teaching experience was not given
credit on her entering status.

From the bottom of the student ladder she worked herself up. - ;
Class by class, test by test, paper by paper at age 54 she ’s
started. Four years later, three reconstructive ear surgeries
later, one broken, mended and pinned hip later, she graduated
with a B.S. in Special Education with a teaching certificate
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THE WISDOM OF

MAUDE
ELIZABETH
GROBERG
NEELEY

The following are excerpts from letters written to us by
our mother. The love, support, testimony, and values
taught are timeless and to be shared with all who care to
know her better and understand her values. Mother did not
keep a journal. These entries will serve as such.

I will quote Mother as having once said to me, "When you
have a spiritual experience, write it down. It is not for
you alone, but to be shared with all His children who will
hear and listen and learn." Each of her letters was a
spiritual experience. It is hoped that her beloved
children, their husbands and wives, grand children, great
grandchildren and her great great grandchildren will
personally read each entry. Please, as you read,
substitute your name in the original.

Summer 1964 ) ]

"You are a special spirit and have special blessings
in store for you if you prove yourself strong enough to
receive them. Of course there will be blessings (ordinary)
for you even if you're weak and have to learn by experience
instead of faith some of the lessons of life. But the
great and most desirable privileges and blessings come to
those who learn and believe the plan by faith and by seeing
it manifest the lives of others. The wives of the .
apostles, the first presidency and many general authorities
show that constant devotion to their ideals and constant
vigilance against compromise and little indulgences has
made them strong and wise and blessed above the throng of
those who couldn't stand the test."

"Try to remember who you are and ask yourself who do I
want to be admired by, the leaders in the church...those
who have followed the pattern and are receiving the
blessings or the kids at Jackson who you will never see
(most of them) again after this summer? What experiences
do you want to write about when you are asked, "What has
made you what you are?' What do you want to tell your girls
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when they want to go to a resort for the summer to work?
Will you be able to tell all and say, "do as I did." or
will you have much to hold back and not tell. For even &
'little' that you cannot tell will grow and grow and grow
in your mind."

"Was it you that had a little baby shoe for your
Beehive symbol? Anyway it stood for the first step. 1If
you don't take the first step in the wrong direction you _
won't have to take the second. The first step in the wrong -
or right direction will always make the second easier. I -
thought of this when I read your letter."

"I love you and have great faith in you. I feel that
through your strength and the blessings you will receive
from your strength that' I will receive many of the rewards
that I have tried to live for."

October, 1968 .

"Did I tell you that Jerry, Shirl's partner took a job
in Oregon. ThaR 1s his home and her's too. Shirl feels
that it is for the best. I surely hope so and I hope
something BIG breaks right soon for Shirl, too. Shirl and
Lenore are sure good, and devoted and uncomplaining kids.

I love them and admire and respect ehm. I thnk they are
true Latter day Saints. Today is Craig's birthday. I got
him a cute game in sugar house which I will mail when I
mail this letter.

October 1968 :

"In case you feel you just aren't the type to stay home
and baby sit, 'I thought I'd tell you. ‘'Many others have
felt this way too and they have gone to work and this is a
great reason why we have so many teenagers and older young
adults that have no security, no concerns. They weren't
exposed to these things while in their formative years,
ages one to three or one to five, but mostly one to three,
and stability and security didn't grow to be a part of
them. The Adversary put'in a very effective play here and
he led many away. You have knowledge of a better
way....harder yes, but a better way of light and truth and
happiness for now and for years to come."

"You know 'good things don't come easy!' Struggles
make good things yours. 2 But don't let the struggle be for
the things that the prophet has advised against. You will
not only lose your blessings but Allison will not be able
to have hers either. I love you. I know this is a hard

‘time but count the cost for everything and I know you'll be

ale to muster the strength to make wise (right) decisions

and receive the strength to stick by it.

November, 1968
"Your letter came and I ses you are having a struggle. -

Struggles are good if you have faith with them. Struggles

are the best sanctifiers I know. Remember your Heavenly

Father wants you to succeed as much as you yourselves want
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to succeed. And he wants little Allison to succeed and she
is just as important to him as either of you are, maybe
more. You be careful who you leave her with. Give Allison
a good start. Be happy. Get along on what you have and
.encourage your husband. I know this sounds hard. It is
hard. But, good things don't come easy. It will take
prayer for courage and health (in mind and body) love,
love, and more love. It will take ingenuity faith and
determination to receive the lLord's guidance. You know He
helped you to get where you are. He will not desert you
now." :

"Give this birthday gift to Jeff with my love and tell
him I think he's made of wonderful stuff. I know it is not
going to be easy but ease softens things and people and
struggle strengthens or breaks. I am sure he is going to
be stronger and stronger and bigger and bigger. I'm so
proud of him. Remember the strength and power he has in
the Priesthood. Anything is possible if he honors that and
lives so that its influence can be poured down upon him
constantly. I expect to hear that he is tops in not only
anatomy but all the other subjects. It will come not fast
or .easy but it will come through being in tune with the
greatest wisdom, source of knowledge and purest love of
all. I love Jeff too, Chris and I am sure he's a choice
spirit whom the Lord will bless abundantly if he keeps
close to Him and His ways."

"I have so many thoughts I want to pass on to you kids/

The other day I was able to attend a class where they were
studying the scriptures and that wonderful passage from the
Book of Mormon was quoted where the Lord tells the people
of Jared that he gave men their weakness so they will come
to Him. And, that if we will come to Him, He will
‘make our weak things strong. I ask how this would be done
and was told that through the Holy Ghost, if we live close
to His influence, He could make known to us our mistakes
and encourage us in overcoming them. The Holy Ghost could
literally make us strong where we alone were weak. I love
you. Love, Mom."

December 1, 1968

"We all went to Fast meeting over at Lenore and Shirl's
ward. Cherie was confirmed. Shirl gave her a very sweet
blessing. We had a lovely Thanksgiving. Lenore and her
wonderful family came over. How thankful I am that they
are here! We had a fine turkey dinner with all the
trimmings."

Decenmber 29, 1968

"I have always said that when there are enough good
Saints to carry on or form an organization of the Church in
every sizeable area in the world the Savior will come and
be the head of the Church which shall be established in all
the world. Everyone doesn't have to be preached to before
his coming but there must be an organization near enough
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for everyone to reach and be taught and directed from. An
organization under the direction of Jesus Christ who will
be the personal head. Doesn't this sound exciting and
doesn't it make you want to be a vital part of the great
organization when that time comes? Great things are
beginning to happen and we'll see:wonderous miracles in the
Aslan areas in the very near future."

"I love and miss you but pray the Lord's blessing on
you to make you strong to prove that you can be a worthy z
member of His church to do His work and lead many to serve -
him better. You can! Easy living never made anyone strong.
Life without struggle is flabby and soon worthless.Love, M."

January 5, 1969 i .

"Our dinner is ready to put on the table so I'll quit
after I tell you how much I love you and how proud I am of
your integrity and love for the greatest strength on earth,
"The Gospel of Jesus Christ". Always remember the Lord
loves you and wgnts you to succeed and can open the way if
you have faith and works to prove your faith and love for
Him and His ways. I love you and miss you and pray for you
and have faith in you." Lovingly, Mom

January 24, 1970 = '

. "I talked to David Cornwall on his 5th birthday and he
said 3 times, 'I miss you Grandma'. If only I could see
him for a little while. I love him so much and I'm so
lonesome." v ’

"I hope and pray that I and all of mine will be able to
accept our new Prophet, President Smith, whole heartedly
and, no matter what others may say, realize that he is
doing that which the Lord requires at this time. We can
listen to him and learn and save ourselves and others by
following implicitly his councils." \

"Kevin is real fine. I'm happy he can be here. He isn't
home much but he lets me know where he is and is
considerate that way." . :

Labor Day, Sept. 7, 1970

"Darling little Allison is so precious and choice. Be
sure to keep her growing as beautifully as she is now and
don't neglect her spiritual development for one day."

"The times ahead are going to require great spiritual
strength and the easiest most effective time to get that
strength or a foundation for it is in the early years.

- She is going to have opportunity for a most important

calling in her life and the closer you keep her to her
Heavenly Father the easier and more successfully she'll

.£i11 her role. She is so very choice and has every chance

to reach great heights, if you do your part well, now."

"I had a letter from Jon and he's been given an new -
Elder. He had to go to Bristol to get him from the Mission
Office. He is real conscientious about it and says he
hopes he'll be as good a firs? Elder to this new Elder
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as his first companion was to him. I hope he will, too. I
think he'll really try. I am so grateful for him and his
desire to do a good job. He has desire accompanied by a
willingness to work and learn."

September, 1970 -

"I am so very grateful for Dave Egli. He is so good for
Susan and Susan suits him so well, He is more in love than
anyone except maybe Nola and he equals her, I think, from
all appearances and all that I see and hear. Oh, it is so
wonderful to have this satisfaction. It is a real blessing
to me. Of course, I think Karen is wonderful and A.O.K.,
too. She is so in love with Dave, and he with her. The are
so good for each other. I told Dave that because they were
seeing each other so much that wisdom might be planning a
winter wedding. I've said that I'll be happier with that
than with letting down of our standards.

October 17, 1970

"I tried to call you last night. I wonder how you are
feeling. I am sure you are very much loved but Jeff does
not show it sometimes the way you want him to. Look hard
for the ways he does show you and appreciate those ways."

’ "Right now you are low in energy (being pregnant)

and low in self esteem and it would be nice if he could
supply a little extra of each. But if he doesn't, you
remember that your Heavenly Father is as interested in
giving a good strong body and mind to your child as you
are. It i1s his child too. He will help you and sustain
you and see you through. But, you must have faith and be
humble and peaceful and loving and worthy of His spirit.

It will come and magnify you and strengthen you and bless
you with the things that are of greatest worth in the
world. Sacrifice brings forth the blessings of heaven, not
earth." '

"The other reason I called besides wanting to know
how you were was to tell you that Susan got a beautiful
diamond tonight. It is really big. It 1s just beautiful.
She is so thrilled and Dave was so cute and pleased and
proud and happy. I love him more every time I see him.
They haven't set a date but it will be after school is

out. David and Karen haven't set a date either but I don't
think they will last that long."

"I know you are looking forward to my coming, but don't
make Jeff not want me by talking about it too much and
giving him any reason to feel second or neglected. I
know you don't feel that he is second but sometimes a man

ets to feeling that way. If the situation or background
~1s right they become unhappy and grow to dislike the person
whom they suppose makes them feel that way. So be careful.
Always be sure he knows for sure that he is first."

January, 1971
"With all your busyness don't neglect your two precious
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little girls. And remember, anyone can do anything you can
do except be mother to your litplg ones. You be a good
mother and be jealous of the privilege." /

'

Sept 10, 1973 S oo )
"It isn't work that wears you out. It is worry and
unsettledness and heartbreak."

]

Dec 2, 1973 . , o

"I am so grateful for my choice family. - I tell the ' Lord
always that the part of my family that pleases me the most
is that they all love Him and are willing and able to serve
in his kingdom. It is such a blessing to me to know this
is the case." : .

""I'm feeling a little stronger as the days go by for
which I'm thankful. I think if I can just build up a
little reserve energy (I'll have to get into the national
account), I'll be very fine. The deal now is that anything
and everything extra just throws me. But I can feel I'm
doing better the last day or two."

"It was a joy to have Jeff Buehner leave from here for
his mission. I am so pleased to have two missionaries in
the field. I pray each day for their success and
satisfaction in their labors. Also their health and
strength in the work." ;

¥ .
Jan. 22, 1974 ‘ o
"T must tell you about the stay at Joanne's. Joanne was

"simply", "beautifully" wonderful. . She had more strength

and courage and faith than any of us. Her heart was broken
but as Joanne is, she kept up and thought of Walt and me
and Grandma Buehner and all the many friends who were
constantly coming. (A steady stream for five days) It was
such along time to wait because the Salt Lake Missionary
Department wanted a General Authority to speak. Lenore
sald she sent a program so you know Bro. Stapely came. He
was very powerful." )

"Walt was really broken up. But before Friday or at
least by Friday he was much stronger. In fact, Brother
Tanner (Pres. Tanner) their-Stake President told me he had
seen a miracle take place in Walt from Sunday till Friday.
We must all keep and help him to keep that miracle which (I
think) was the "peace that passeth understanding" that
comes only from our Heavenly Father. It comes through love
when much is present. Love and faith and sacrifice brings
this blessing of peace. ‘I guess no one but no one gets it
without paying the price, more or less depending on the
circumstance." )

"Everything last week was so beautiful, but so hard.
What shall I say?. . . Heavenly, I guess. The love shown
by neighbors and friends, the strength and growth of Walt
and the quiet assurance of faith and Joanne all proved that

129



UDE
A ELIZABETH
GROBERG
NEELEY

BY
HER
FRUITS

. : and he was 80 sweet to me,
* = =« Just preciouys."

"The Lord is so wonderful to help us wh
right track, isn't he?"

May, 1977

"Another Mother's Day and You have 5 Precious ones to
call you mother. Hoy Wonderfull

m
Ove each one of your beautiful chojc
Grandmother who is as blessed as

: am sure the Lord hears our Prayers a
our needs. It is wonderful to know

Father in Heaven when al] others fail,. 'He can help us to
endure and be patient at it when no other Source can. ' of

,'yill and determination that

+ 1t is the Lord who can
Use our capacities to their fullest ang thus

€n we're on the

To this end we dedicate'the
next few pages to Maude inow
children. That you mgKeSe
her better, we'shgre ’
our families with' you..

i

JEFF BUEHNER Died while
serving a mission in
Pennsylvania, 1974.

ER FAMILY
The JOANNE AND WALT BUEHN

//////Wf”
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FROM JOANNE NEELEY AND WALT BUEHNER - GILBERT ARIZONA

I am Maude and Kenneth's second oldest daughter. I was
born in Blackfoot Idaho in 1930. We moved to Salt Lake soon
after that where we resided at 524 Downington Avenue and in
1938 we moved to 2052 Wilmington Avenue in the Parleys Ward
Area. We had a lovely two story home there with room for a
garden and fruit trees and a big lawn. Everyone thought we
were very rich and we were. It was a great area to live in
and as a child I couldn't believe that any place could lay
beyond those Wasatch Mountains. That seemed like the end of
my world. My father died in 1953 when Lenore and I were
married just two years. He left Mother with six children to
raise and she did an admirable job. In the process she was

able to get her own college degree and teach for a number of
years.

In 1951 I married E. Walter Buehner, the son of Otto and Ruth
Folsom Buehner. We moved to Phoenix in 1956. Walt started
into business in 1957 and has been in the same spot doing Pre-
Cast Concrete work ever since. He is the third generation in
that business and our boys are looking to carry on the
tradition. We were blessed with four children, Jody, who
married Randy Clawson. They live in Tempe, Arizona with their
four children. Jon, our second boy is married to Lisa Pullen
and they also live in Gilbert with their two children.

Jim, our youngest, is to be married in April of 1990 to
Richelle Hansen, daughter of Nancy and Richard Hansen of
Gilbert, Arizona. We are grateful to have our married
children settle so close. We enjoy their association.

It was in 1974 when our eldest son Jeffrey Walter Buehner's
life was taken in an automobile accident as he served a
mission in Pennsylvania. It was a blow to the family as he
had just been out 7 weeks. After much anguish and sadness it
was Grandma Neeley who set the world back in orbit by saying,
"Won't it be wonderful when you pass through the veil and see
Jeff coming toward you with his arms outstretched saying,"Come
and see the work we've been doing."

We will always be grateful for her wisdom and her inspiration
not only at this important time in our lives, but throughout
her life we depended on her spirituality and great faith. She
is surely missed, not only by her children, but by her
grandchildren. She is missed by those great grandchildren who
are unable to be blessed by her influence.

our boys have all filled missions and our kids all married in
the temple. We are all active in the LDS church and count
our blessings daily. Ten years ago we moved to Gilbert
Arizona where we are able to have horses and a garden and
chickens and dogs and cats. We are enjoying trying to turn
the place into what we think it can be.
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MAUDIE

A poem about my Mother as a baby, her newly departed Mother,
Maude Elizabeth Brunt Groberg and her:Grandmother Elizabeth
Susan Burnett Brunt at the emotional time of her dear

daughter, Maudie's death in 1908.
Joanne ﬁeeley Buehner 1985

Her grey head bent over her handwork -
As she pulled the stitches apart.

It helped to keep her hands busy
Helped ease the pain in her heart.

Her thoughts raced back to her daughter
Buried today in this dreadful .weather.
Oonce again the tears she fought against
Made her stitches fade together.

Her lovely precious daughter gone,
Seemed too much to bear, but more-
She had left a newborn baby girl
Who needed to be cared for.

She could tear all the stitches out
And start all fresh and new.

No, life is not meant to be torn up.
She would have to struggle through.

She would try to weave the chain
That connects this life to another.
She would be the golden’link

From the baby to 1t s mother.

She counted the stitches again and again
Her eyes all swollen from tears.

was that her Granddaughter stirring?
Could she learn to depend on her ears

~ Again? Could she meet the needs of the child?
It was the direction she should be taking,
To raise the child as she had its mother
And keep the thread from breaking.

She studied the pattern in her lap
And cocked her head from side to side.

Yes, things were beginning to take shape.
They had the Lord to be their guide.

Joanne Neeley Buehner 1985

1
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MAUDE G. NEELEY
As 1 Remember Her
Page 2

Mother was so grateful for Dad’s association with Brother Harold B. Lee in
the early days of the Church Welfare Program. When she was teaching
First Grade and started having trouble with her good ear (she had lost the
hearing in one ear because of having Typhoid Fever when she was a child)
she mustered up her courage and called Brother Lee to see if he would
give her a blessing before having the Doctor operate on it. She called me
‘to ask if I could-go with her. Luckily, I was able to get a baby sitter and
go with her down to Brother Lee’'s office and withess this beautiful
blessing. How hard it was to go back out into the world again after being
so close to Heaven. Of course the operation was successful -and shg was
able to continue teaching and hearing the little children until she ~r§tired.

Another choice memory I have of Mother is after she fell and broke her
hip. I got to the hospital just before she came out of the anesthetic.

As she opened her eyes and realized I was there she took hold of my hand
and said, “Well Lenore, now what am I going to learn from this ex-
perience?”. What a blessing it has been in my life to have her as a guide
and an examale to follow. Life is not easy for any of us, but as trials and
tribulations come I know that I can get my strength and help from the
‘same place :Mother did. On my knees talking to my Father in Heaven who
loves me and will hear and answer my prayers. I am so grateful for my
_heritage, and it is my constant prayer that as these choice people look
down upon me that I will never do anything to disappoint them and. that
I may live up to my choice blessings which are mine because of them.
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THE MARILYN AND J.ELLSWORTH KNUDSON FAMILY
Photo taken at Kent and Lola's Wedding.

Our message is:
Grand

Children

Are

The

GREATEST!
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THE KENNETH R. AND NOLA P. NEELEY FAMILY
Photo taken at Christmas 1989

\

Ken and Nola are currently serving as mission presiaents
for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in
the Chicago Illinois, Mission. They lost their oldest son,

Robert, to a lightening accident in Provo, Utah in 1980,

‘not long after having completed his LDS mission. He was a

BYU Young Ambassador. . The older children are all returned
missionaries and currently, Nathan is serving in Washington
D.C. Nanette is residing between California and Chicago
and attending school. Scott is in Cchiropractic school and
have blessed Ken and Nola with two darling grand children.
our message is: ’ :

YOU ARE LOVED AND CHERISHED BY ALL OF US!

i
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THE SUSAN AND DAVID L. EGLI FAMILY

Photo taken fall of 1989

*\\\{%; :
Y, Age 13

CHILDREN: DANIEL, Age 16 Liés
MICHELLE, Age 10

g 1n SIC where Dave's business
Susan continues to

e continues
Sunday's and Thursdgy Evenings.toTﬁglggggg

ir paths with their
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THE CHRISTINE AND JEFFREY W. MIX FAMILY
1989
2 / 7 “

///

Photo taken in fall

. _
- _
.
«v%%@%%%%%%z

, . . ... . .
G Z

Left to Right: Tiffany, Allison, Cannon, Heather, David,
Kellie. Front: Jeff, Chris, and Holly Beth, age 5.

Jeff and Chris are living in Rexburg, Idaho and’ are
family cabin caretakers. Jeff is engaged in practicing
Orthodontics in Rexburg and Phoenix. (Thanks to Buehners
hospitality.) Chris is enjoying a new house they moved
into in the summer of 1989. 'Allison is serving on a LDS
mission in Roanoake, Va.

our message is: THE ‘GOSPEL IS TRUE!

\

139



| THE DAVID €. BD X N H. NEELEY FAMTLY | THE JONATHAN G. AND LYNETTE Z. NEELEY FAMILY

Photo taken in the fall of 1989 Photo taken at Christmas time, 1989

Left to right:

|

: David and Karen are living in SLC Utah where they are both

| : " school teachers. Karen teaches Kindergarten and David

| teaches handicapped‘high school students vocational skills.
David is in his ward bishopbric. Karen is a past primary

president. Jason age 15, eats, sleeps and drinks : ‘ ttom) Kenny age 14, Jeffrey, age 12,
basketball. (So does his'dad!)' . KIDS: (EEEI;? g;e 9,)Davy;,§ée 6, Joﬁny, age 3.

Our message is: Our children are our best friends. TI'd o , te are living in LaCrescenta, Ca. Jon is the
rather spend time with them than anyone else I know. They : igg ?ggt£¥3§§ girector atgslendale, Ca. Lynette is an

are the joy of our lives now and eternally. : ' artist and has her own craft and woodworking hobbies as a

' i i i i tmaster..
- small business in their garage. Jon 1S a new scoutr
‘ | : ?Tough battles make great warriors!) Lynette is in the
' : primary. They enjoy the highest respect of their friends

eilghbors.
ggg Eesgage is: WE ARE, GRATEFUL FOR OUR GROBERG HERITAGE!
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